
DBQ – Reconstruction 
Source: Marco Learning 

 
Directions: Question 1 is based on the accompanying documents. The documents have been edited for the purpose of this 
exercise. You are advised to spend 15 minutes planning and 45 minutes writing your answer.  
Write your response on the lined pages that follow the questions. In your response you should do the following:  

•  State a relevant thesis that directly answers all parts of the question.  
•  Support the thesis or relevant argument with evidence from all, or all but one of the  

documents.  
•  Incorporate analysis of all, or all but one, of the documents into your argument.  
•  Focus your analysis of each document on at least one of the following: intended  

audience, purpose, historical context, and/or point of view.  
•  Support your argument with analysis of historical examples outside the documents.  
•  Connect historical phenomena relevant to your argument to broader events or  

processes.  
•  Synthesize the elements above into a persuasive essay.  

 
 
1. Evaluate the extent to which efforts to reconstruct the South immediately following the Civil War were 
effective in the period 1865–1877.  

 

Document 1  

Source: 13th Amendment to the United States Constitution, 1865  

Section 1.  

Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly 
convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.  

Section 2. 

Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.  

Document 2  
Source: The Black Code of St. Landry’s Parish, Louisiana, 1865  

SECTION 1. Be it ordained by the police jury of the parish of St. Landry, That no negro shall be allowed to pass within 
the limits of said parish without a special permit in writing from his employer. Whoever shall violate this provision shall pay 
a fine of two dollars and fifty cents, or in default thereof shall be forced to work four days on the public road, or suffer 
corporeal punishments as provided herein- after.  

SECTION 2. Be it further ordained, That every negro who shall be found absent from the residence of his employer after 
10 o’clock at night, without a written permit from his employer, shall pay a fine of five dollars, or in default thereof, shall be 
compelled to work five days on the public road, or suffer corporeal punishments as provided hereinafter.  

SECTION 3. Be it further ordained, That no negro shall be permitted to rent or keep a house within said parish. Any 
negro violating this provision shall be immediately ejected and compelled to find an employ- er; and any person who shall 
rent, or give the use of any house to any negro, in violation of this section, shall pay a fine of five dollars for each offence.  

SECTION 4. Be it further ordained, That every negro is required to be in the regular service of some white person, or 
former owner, who shall be held responsible for the conduct of said negro. But said employer or former owner may permit 
said negro to hire his own time by special permission in writing, which permission shall not extend over seven days at any 
one time. Any negro violating the provisions of this section shall be fined five dollars for each offence, or in default of the 



payment thereof shall be forced to work five days on the public road, or suffer corporeal punishment as hereinafter 
provided.  

Document 3  

Source: Frederick Douglass, “Reconstruction,” The Atlantic, December 1866  

Fortunately, the Constitution of the United States knows no distinction between citizens on account of color. Neither does 
it know any difference between a citizen of a State and a citizen of the United States. Citizenship evidently includes all the 
rights of citizens, whether State or national. If the Constitution knows none, it is clearly no part of the duty of a Republican 
Congress now to institute one. The mistake of the last session was the attempt to do this very thing, by a renunciation of its 
power to secure political rights to any class of citizens, with the obvious purpose to allow the rebellious States to 
disfranchise, if they should see fit, their colored citizens. This unfortunate blunder must now be retrieved, and the emas- 
culated citizenship given to the negro supplanted by that contemplated in the Constitution of the United States, which 
declares that the citizens of each State shall enjoy all the rights and immunities of citizens of the several States,—so that a 
legal voter in any State shall be a legal voter in all the States.  

Document 4  
Source: “This Is a White Man’s Government,” cartoon, Harper’s Weekly, 1868  

 



 



Document 5  

Source: 15th Amendment to the United States Constitution, 1870  

Section 1.  

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any state on 
account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude.  

Section 2. 
The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.  

 

Document 6  

Source: New York Times, February 26, 1870  

“Mr. Revels, the colored Senator from Mississippi, was sworn in and admitted to his seat this afternoon at 4:40 o’clock. 
There was not an inch of standing or sitting room in the galleries, so densely were they packed; and to say that the interest 
was intense gives but a faint idea of the feeling which prevailed throughout the entire proceeding ...  

... The question was then put on the admission, which was passed by the same strict drawing of the party lines. Only one 
thing remained, which was that the first colored Senator elect should advance to the Speaker’s desk and be sworn ...  

... The ceremony was short. Mr. Revels showed no embarrassment whatever, and his demeanor was as dignified as could be 
expected under the circumstances. The abuse which had been poured upon him and on his race during the last two days 
might well have shaken the nerves of any one.”  

 

Document 7  

Source: “Carpetbagger,” cartoon, Harper’s Weekly, 1872  

 
 


