
DBQ – Immigration in the 18th C. and 19th C. 
Source: Barron’s 

 
Directions: Question 1 is based on the accompanying documents. The documents have been edited for the purpose of this 
exercise. You are advised to spend 15 minutes planning and 45 minutes writing your answer.  
Write your response on the lined pages that follow the questions. In your response you should do the following:  

•  State a relevant thesis that directly answers all parts of the question.  
•  Support the thesis or relevant argument with evidence from all, or all but one of the  

documents.  
•  Incorporate analysis of all, or all but one, of the documents into your argument.  
•  Focus your analysis of each document on at least one of the following: intended  

audience, purpose, historical context, and/or point of view.  
•  Support your argument with analysis of historical examples outside the documents.  
•  Connect historical phenomena relevant to your argument to broader events or  

processes.  
•  Synthesize the elements above into a persuasive essay.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Evaluate major continuities and changes in the ways in which Americans addressed and debated 
immigration policy in two different time periods-in the period 1750-1800 and in the period 1875- 1925.  

 

DOCUMENT 1  
Source: Benjamin Franklin, Observations Concerning the Increase of Mankind, Peopling of Countries, etc. (1753).  

Why should the [Germans) be suffered to swarm into our Settlements, and by herding together establish their Language 
and Manners to the Exclusion of ours? Why should Pennsylvania, founded by the English, become a Colony of Aliens, who 
will shortly be so numerous as to Germanize us instead of our Anglifying them, and will never adopt our Language or 
Customs, any more than they can acquire our Complexion.  

DOCUMENT 2  
Source: J. Hector St. John De Crevecoeur, Letters From An American Farmer, Letter III (1782).  

What then is the American, this new man? He is either an European, or the descendant of an European, hence that strange 
mixture of blood, which you will find in no other country. I could point out to you a family whose grandfather was an 
Englishman, whose wife was Dutch, whose son married a French woman, and whose present four sons have now four wives 
of different nations. He is an American, who leaving behind him all his ancient prejudices and manners, receives new ones 
from the new mode of life he has embraced, the new government he obeys, and the new rank he holds. He becomes an 
American by being received in the broad lap of our great Alma Mater. Here individuals of all nations are melted into a new 
race of men, whose labours and posterity will one day cause great changes in the world. Americans are the western pilgrims, 
who are carrying along with them that great mass of arts, sciences, vigour, and industry which began long since in the east; 
they will finish the great circle. The Americans were once scattered all over Europe; here they are incorporated into one of 
the finest systems of population which has ever appeared, and which will hereafter become distinct by the power of the 
different climates they inhabit. The American ought therefore to love this country much better than that wherein either he 
or his forefathers were born.  



DOCUMENT 3  

Source: Theodore Sedgwick, from debate in the House of Representatives over Naturalization Bill, 1794.  

And shall we alone adopt the rash theory that the subjects of all governments despotic, monarchical, and aristocratical are, 
as soon as they set foot on American ground, qualified to participate in administering the sovereignty of our country? Shall 
we hold the benefits of American citizenship so cheap as to invite, nay, almost bribe, the discontented, the ambitious, and 
the avaricious of every country to accept them? ...  

A war, the most cruel and dreadful which has been known for centuries, was now raging in those in all those countries from 
which emigrants were to be expected. The most fierce and unrelenting passions were engaged in a conflict, which shock to 
their foundations all the ancient political structures of Europe.... Could any reasonable man believe, that men who, 
actuated by such passions, had fought on grounds so opposite, almost equally distant from the happy mean we had chosen, 
would here mingle  

in social affections with each other, or with us? That their passions and prejudices would subside as soon as they should set 
foot in America? or that, possessing those passions and prejudices, they were qualified to make or to be made the governors 
of Americans?  

DOCUMENT 4  
Source: Joseph McDonnell. Labor Standard, June 30, 1878.  

The cry that the “Chinese must go” is both narrow and unjust. It represents no broad 
or universal principle. It is merely a repetition of the cry that was raised years ago by American Indians against the 
immigration of Irishmen, Englishmen, Germans and others from European nations. It now ill becomes those, or the 
descendants of those, against whom this cry was raised in past years, to raise a similar tocsin against a class of foreigners who 
have been degraded by ages of oppression...  

The feeling at the bottom of the “Know Nothing” movement IN ITS EARLY DAYS was certainly a general one against low 
wages. and if it had raised the cry:  

No low wages.  
No cheap labor!  

Instead of sounding the intolerant, silly, and shameful cry against Irishmen, Englishmen, Germans and all other “foreigners; 
it would have accomplished incalculable good. As it was it fell into the hands of infamous, scheming politicians. who 
pandered to the worst prejudices of the masses by raising a cry against men of various religious faiths and foreign 
nationalities. This policy suited them; it raised them to prominence and office and allowed what they IN THEIR HEARTS 
desired, the onward march of low wages.  
 



DOCUMENT 5 

Source: Joseph Keppler, “Welcome to All!” Puck. 1880.  

 

DOCUMENT 6  
Source: Madison Grant, The Passing of the Great Race, (1916).  

These new immigrants were no longer exclusively members of the Nordic race as were the earlier ones who came of their 
own impulse to improve their social conditions. The transportation lines advertised America as a land flowing with milk 
and honey, and the European governments took the opportunity to unload upon careless, wealthy, and hospitable America 
the sweepings of their jails and asylums. The result was that the new immigration, while it still included many strong 
elements from the north of Europe, contained a large and increasing number of the weak, the broken, and the mentally 
crippled of all races drawn from the lowest stratum of the Mediterranean basin and the Balkans, together with hordes of the 
wretched, submerged populations of the Polish Ghettos.  
 



DOCUMENT 7 

Source: Billy Ireland, “We Can’t Digest the Scum: Columbus Dispatch, 1919.  

 
 


