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STUDY GUIDE 
THE RISE OF ISIL (ISLAMIC STATE 

OF IRAQ AND THE LEVANT) 
LESSON 1 

Also known as the Islamic State or ISIS, formed after U.S. troops withdrew from Iraq in 2011 

Targeted religious enemies and committed brutal public executions 

• Caused refugees to flee ISIL -controlled areas in large numbers 

Forced over 1 million Iraqi citizens to leave their homes, according to UN estimates 

• Began attacks outside of Iraq and Syria in 2015 

Downed a Russian passenger jet, conducted deadly attacks in Beirut and Lebanon, and 
claimed responsibility for a deadly attack in Paris 

SOCIAL CHALLENGES IN THE MODERN WORLD 
LESSON 2 

Causes of World Hunger 
Poverty 
Economic factors 
Natural disasters 
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• International interactions help infectious diseases 

easily spread. 
1.2 million people died from AIDS-related illnesses 
in 2015. Poor farming practices 

Deforestation 
Overgrazing 
Food shortages due to war 

Adopted by 
12 EU nations 

in 1999 

THE EURO 
LESSON 3 

The common 
currency used by 
members of the 

European Union (EU) 

Had officially 
rep laced 16 

national 
currencies 

in 2010 

Serves 
over 330 million 

people 

Second largest 
reserve currency after 

the U.S. dollar 

• More than 2/3 of the 37 mil lion cases of HIV come 
from Africa, which has been devastated by the 
disease. 
Globa l AIDS deaths have declined due to the 
availabi lity of antiretroviral therapy. 

ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES 
LESSON 4 


