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Martin Luther Ulrich Zwingli

In 1529 Martin Luther and Ulrich Zwingli debated over the sacrament
of the Lord’s Supper, or Communion.

LUTHER: Although | have no intention of changing my mind, which
is firmly made up, | will nevertheless present the grounds of my
belief and show where the others are in error. . . . Your basic
contentions are these: In the last analysis you wish to prove that a
body cannot be in two places at once, and you produce arguments
about the unlimited body which are based on natural reason. | do not
question how Christ can be God and man and how the two natures
can be joined. For God is more powerful than all our ideas, and we
must submit to his word.

Prove that Christ’s body is not there where the Scripture says,
“This is my body!” God is beyond all mathematics and the words of
God are to be revered and carried out in awe. It is God who
commands, “Take, eat, this is my body.” | request, therefore, valid
scriptural proof to the contrary.

ZWINGLI: | insist that the words of the Lord’s Supper must be
figurative. This is ever apparent, and even required by the article of
faith; “taken up into heaven, seated at the right hand of the Father.”
Otherwise, it would be absurd to look for him in the Lord’s Supper at
the same time that Christ is telling us that he is in heaven. One and
the same body cannot possibly be in different places. ...

LUTHER: | call upon you as before: your basic contentions are
shaky. Give way, and give glory to God!

ZWINGLI: And we call upon you to give glory to God and to quit
begging the question! The issue at stake is this: Where is the proof
of your position?

LUTHER: It is your point that must be proved, not mine. But let us
stop this sort of thing. It serves no purpose.

ZWINGLI: It certainly does! It is for you to prove that the passage in
John 6 speaks of a physical meal.

LUTHER: You express yourself poorly. . . . You're going nowhere.
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contention
point made in an argument

Scripture
passage from the Bible

revered
honored or respected

figurative
describing something in terms
normally used for another

DBQ Analyzing Historical Documents

€ citing Text Evidence Do you think
that Martin Luther’s beliefs about
communion could be changed? Cite
text evidence to support your answer.

e Analyzing What is the basis for the
disagreement between Luther and
Zwingli?

©) Drawing Conclusions Was a
conclusion reached in the debate
presented between Luther and
Zwingli?
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