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STUDY GUIDE 

MILAN 
In northern Italy 

A very rich city-state 

• Ruled by the Visconti family 
until 1447 

Later, conquered and ruled 
by Francesco Sforza 

KINGDOM 
OF NAPLES 
• Southern Italy 

Ruled by a hereditary monarch 

Occupied by the French king 
Charles VIII in 1494 

• The Spanish and French 
battled for control of the 

area for the next 
30 years. 

FLORENCE 
Dominated the region 

ofTuscany 

Ruled by wealthy merchant 
families, especially the Medici 

A French invasion sent the Medici 
family into exile in the late 1400s. 

THE 
MAJOR 
ITALIAN 
STATES 

The Medici returned to 
power soon after. 

PAPAL STATES 
• Central Ita ly 

Rome was capital of the Papal 
States, the political body of the 

Catholic Church 

• Soldiers attacked and looted 
Rome in 1527 leaving Spain in 
control until the Italian Wars 

ended in 1559. 

VENICE 
• In northeast Italy 

• International power whose 
strength was based on trade 

• Commercial link between Asia 
and Western Europe 

• Republic with elected leader 
called a doge, real power 

held by merchant 
families 

IDEAS AND ART OF THE RENAISSANCE 
LESSON 2 



Directions: On a separate sheet of paper, answer the questions below. Make sure 
you read carefully and answer all parts of the questions. 

Lesson Review 

Lesson 1 
o Analyzing How did the lack of a single strong 

ruler benefit Italy during the Renaissance? How 
might Italy have evolved, if it had been ruled by 
one powerful monarch? 

e Determining Cause and Effect How did 
consumers' demand for goods affect the power of 
the Italian states and the power of the Catholic 
Church? 

e Sequencing Explain the sequence of key events 
telling the Medici family 's rise to power, decline of 
power, and return to power. 

o Drawing Conclusions How did the fact that other 
countries in Europe had strong rulers affect Italy's 
fate? Compare and contrast the king of Spain's 
treatment of Italy with that of the king of France. 

Lesson 2 
e Explaining Explain the significance of the use of 

the vernacular, including Dante's work. 

e Assessing Why is Christine de Pizan 's argument 
for women's intelligence so convincing? 

o Contrasting What were fresco artists able to 
convey that medieval painters could not? How 
does their accomplishment embody characteristics 
of humanism? 

o Identifying What stages did Leonardo da Vinci go 
through in learning to paint the human form? What 
goal did he share with other High Renaissance 
artists like Raphael and Michelangelo? 

Exploring the Essential Questions 
o Analyzing Cause and Effect How did the 

humanist movement influence the arts in the 
European Renaissance? How do you think 
Renaissance art, in turn, reinforced the 
humanist worldview? 
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Critical Thinking 
e Synthesizing How did the work of architects, 

such as Filippo Brunelleschi 's church of San 
Lorenzo in Florence, synthesize Renaissance ideals 
in its design? 

CD Identifying Continuity and Change How did 
Early Renaissance artists learn to create more 
realistic art than their predecessors? 

E) Argument Explain how the Renaissance was a 
rebirth . Analyze the ways in which it imitated and 
differed from the cultures that inspired it. 

CD Comparing and Contrasting Compare the 
humanist viewpoint in the 14th century with that of 
the viewpoint of humanists in the 15th century. 
Explain how adopting the later viewpoint might 
alter a scholar's life. 

Social Studies Skills 
CD Identifying Cause and Effect Why did Florence 

enjoy a flourishing of the arts in the 
fifteenth century? 

~ Drawing Conclusions Draw conclusions about 
Italy's economic decline when competition from 
English and Flemish cloth makers drove 
down prices. 

o Locating Look at the Lesson 1 map and locate 
Milan, Florence, Venice, Rome, and Naples. Which 
of these cities appear most accessible to trade 
routes? What other advantages did their 
locations provide? 
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nm'l Analyzing Historical Documents 

Use the text excerpt to answer the following 
questions. 
Filippo Brunelleschi was the first architect since the ancient 
Greeks to successfully design and construct a large dome. 
A few years later, one of his students, Leon Battista Alberti , 
praised the dome: 

PRIMARY SOURCE 

JlWithin, one breathes the perpetual freshness of spring. 
Outside there may be frost, fog or wind, but in this 
retreat, closed to every wind, the air is quiet and mild. 
What a pleasant refuge from the hot blasts of summer 
and autumn! And if it is true that delight resides where 
our senses receive all that they can demand of nature, 
how can one hesitate to call this temple a nest of 
delights?" 

- quoted in Brunelleschi's Dome: How 0 

Renaissance Genius Reinvented Architecture 

CD Finding the Main Idea What ideal of Renaissance 
art does Alberti single out in his description? 

C9 Making Connections Medieval architects were 
anonymous. Brunelleschi became famous 
throughout Italy. What humanist principle does this 
shift in attitude reflect? 

o Analyzing What language did the speaker use 
that points to the focus of the human experience 
on earth-part of Renaissance values-versus the 
unreachable divine presence? 

Research and Presentation 
~ Creating Graphs Analyze the information in the 

text about Europe's urban population. Then, 
represent the information in a labeled pyramid. 
Your graph should include the various levels of 
urban society and the roles each group played in 
the economy of Renaissance Italy. 
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G Synthesizing Work with a partner to create a 
multimedia presentation showing three pieces of 
art that reflect ideas that shaped the Renaissance. 
Provide a photo or reproduction of each piece of 
art, an audio analysis of its features, and a written 
explanation of how it was shaped by Renaissance 
ideas. Primary sources may also be used. 

Analyzing Visuals 
Use the image of the artifact to answer the 
following questions. 

e Drawing Conclusions Why might the artist have 
chosen to include members of the Medici family in 
his painting? 

e Synthesizing Would a wealthy family have 
themselves painted into a work of art today? 

Writing About History 
~ Informative/Explanatory In a short essay, 

describe the social and political structure in 
Renaissance Italian states. In your closing 
paragraph, compare and contrast the political 
structure of Italian states with modern nation
states. 
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