
THE STORY MATTERS ... 
The word renaissance means "rebirth." What was reborn during this 
period? One of the most enduring innovations of Renaissance culture was 
a new view of human beings. This outlook, embodied in the intellectual 
movement known as humanism, celebrated the extraordinary individual. 
The Italian artist Leonardo da Vinci, who was also an architect, inventor, 
and mathematician, was seen by those around him as a model of this 
humanist ideal. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

• How can trade lead to economic prosperity and political power? 
• How can ideas be reflected in art, sculpture, and architecture? 
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The Renaissance began in northern Italy in the late fourteenth century and then spread throughout 
Europe. Renaissance culture developed in the unique political, social, and economic environment of 

Italy's small, independent states. Located on major trade routes, cities such as Milan and Florence were 

ideal places to receive and spread ideas. Florence, controlled by the Medici family, was perhaps the 

most influential city. Its scholars, writers, artists, and architects defined the culture of the Renaissance. 

Step Into the Place 
Read the quotes and review the information presented on the panorama of 
Renaissance Florence. 

~ Analyzing Historical Documents Why do you think the Medici family spent large 
~ amounts of money on the patronage of the arts in Florence? 

PRIMARY SOURCE 

" Lorenzo [de' Medici, shown at right] showed the same favor to poetry in the 
vernacular, to music, architecture, painting, sculpture, and to all the arts of mind and 
hand, so that the city [of Florence] overflowed with all these exquisite things. And 
these arts flourished all the more because Lorenzo, a universal man, could pass 
judgment and distinguish among men, so that they competed with one another to 
please him." 

-Francesco Guicciardini. from History of Florence 

PRIMARY SOURCE 

" In the time of the elder Lorenzo de' Medici , Lorenzo the Magnificent, truly a golden age for 
men of talent, there flourished an artist called Alessandro ... Botticelli. 

... [Botticelli] carried out many works in the house of the Medici for Lorenzo the Magnificent, 
notably a life-size Pallas [Athena] on a shield wreathed with fiery branches, and a St Sebastian 
[a painting created for Florence's Santa Maria Maggiore church] ... . As an old man, Botticelli 
found himself so poor that if Lorenzo de' Medici ... and then his friends and other worthy men 
who loved him for his talent had not come to his assistance, he would have almost died 
of hunger.'! 

-Giorgio Vasari. from The Lives of the Artists 



}rIORENZA ] 

Textile makers and 
bankers, such as the 

Medici family, dominated 
the economy of Florence. 




