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Toward the Modern Consciousness: Intellectual
and Cultural Developments
What developments in science, intellectual affairs, and
the arts in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries “opened the way to a modern
consciousness,” and how did this consciousness differ
from earlier worldviews?

Politics: New Directions and New Uncertainties
What gains did women make in their movement for
women's rights? How did a new right-wing politics
affect the Jews in different parts of Europe? What
political problems did Great Britain, Italy, France,
Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Russia face between
1894 and 1914, and how did they solve them?

The New Imperialism

What were the causes of the new imperialism that took
place after 1880, and what effects did European
imperialism have on Africa and Asia?

International Rivalry and the Coming of War

What was the Bismarckian system of alliances, and how
successful was it at keeping the peace? What issues lay
behind the international crises that Europe faced in the
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries?

CRITICAL THINKING

What is the connection between the "new
imperialism” of the late nineteenth century and
the causes of World War I?
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CONNECTIONS TO TODAY

What scientific discoveries of the past twenty years
have challenged the modern consciousness that
emerged in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries?

IN 1889, THE EIFFEL TOWER stood above Paris as a
beacon of progress, a symbol of what technology and
industrialization could accomplish. Constructed from
iron to mark the entrance to the World's Fair, it was the
tallest structure in the world, extending 1,000 feet above
the city. Over a period of five months, 3.5 million visitors
paid to ascend the tower and overlook the grounds
teeming with throngs of people. Almost 175,000 people a
day came to visit the fair’s 60,000 exhibits, which
included an Algerian bazaar, Swiss chalet, Indian palace,
and Japanese garden. Guidebooks for the fair posited that
a visitor would need ten to twenty days to see all of the
displays. One awestruck visitor declared, “There is only
one cry; this is the most grandiose, the most dazzling,
the most marvelous spectacle ever seen.””' For most in
attendance, the modern era was indeed an age of
progress that was providing more opportunities, higher
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standards of living, better cities, more goods to consume,
and greater democratization.

The optimism found at the World's Fair and
throughout Europe’s cities was not unchallenged,
however. Some were still struggling to achieve progress.
Many workers continued to endure pitiful housing
conditions and low wages, while women fought for
the right to vote, Beneath the apparent calm, political
tensions were also building, fueled by imperialist
adventures, international rivalries, and cultural
uncertainties. After 1880, Europeans engaged in a great
race for colonies around the world. This competition
for lands abroad greatly intensified existing antagonisms
among European states.

Ultimately, Europeans proved incapable of finding
constructive ways to cope with their international
rivalries, The development of two large alliance
systems—the Triple Alliance and the Triple Entente—
may have helped preserve peace for a time, but
eventually the alliances made it easier for the European
nations to be drawn into World War I.

The cultural life of Europe in the decades before 1914
reflected similar dynamic tensions. The advent of mass
education produced better-informed citizens but also
made it easier for governments to stir up the masses by
nationalistic appeals through the new mass journalism.
At the same time, despite the appearance of progress,
European philosophers, writers, and artists were creating
modern cultural expressions that questioned traditional
ideas and values and initiated a crisis of confidence,
Before 1914, many intellectuals had a sense of unease
about the direction in which society was heading,
accompanied by a feeling of imminent catastrophe.
They proved remarkably prophetic, <

Toward the Modern
Consciousness: Intellectual and
Cultural Developments
FOCUS QUESTION: What developments in science,
. intellectual affairs, and the arts in the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries “opened the way to a modern

consciousness,” and how did this consciousness differ
from earlier worldviews?

Before 1914, most Europeans continued to believe in the val-
ues and ideals that had been generated by the Scientific Revo-
lution and the Enlightenment. Reason, science, and progress
were still important buzzwords in the European vocabulary.
The ability of human beings to improve themselves and
achieve a better society seemed to be well demonstrated by a
rising standard of living, urban improvements, and mass edu-
cation. Such products of modern technology as electric lights,

phonographs, cinema, and automobiles reinforced the popular
prestige of science and the belief in the ability of the human
mind to comprehend the universe through the use of reason.
Near the end of the nineteenth century, however, a dramatic
transformation in the realm of ideas and culture challenged
many of these assumptions. A new view of the physical uni-
verse, an appeal to the irrational, alternative views of human
nature, and radically innovative forms of literary and artistic
expression shattered old beliefs and opened the way to a
modern consciousness. These new ideas called forth a sense
of confusion and anxiety that would become even more
pronounced after World War 1.

Developments in the Sciences:
The Emergence of a New Physics

Science was one of the chief pillars supporting the optimistic
and rationalistic view of the world that many Westerners
shared in the nineteenth century. Supposedly based on hard
facts and cold reason, science offered a certainty of belief in
the orderliness of nature that was comforting to many people
for whom traditional religious beliefs no longer had much
meaning. Many naively believed that the application of already

Science Source/Getty Images

Marie Curie. Marie Curie was born in Warsaw, Poland, but studied at
the University of Paris, where she received degrees in both physics and
mathematics. She was the first woman to win two Nobel Prizes, one in
1903 in physics and another in 1911 in chemistry, She is shown here in
her Paris laboratory in 1912. She died of leukemia, a result of her
laboratory work with radioactivity,
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known scientific laws would give humanity a complete under-
standing of the physical world and an accurate picture of
reality. The new physics dramatically altered that perspective.

Throughout much of the nineteenth century, Westerners
adhered to the mechanical conception of the universe postu-
lated by the classical physics of Isaac Newton. In this perspec-
tive, the universe was viewed as a giant machine in which time,
space, and matter were objective realities that existed indepen-
dently of the people observing them. Matter was thought to be
composed of indivisible solid material bodies called atoms.

These views were first seriously questioned at the end of
the nineteenth century. The French scientist Marie Curie
(kyoo-REE) (1867-1934) and her husband Pierre (1859-1906)
discovered that the element radium gave off rays of radiation
that apparently came from within the atom itself. Atoms were
not simply hard, material bodies but small worlds containing
such subatomic particles as electrons and protons that
behaved in seemingly random and inexplicable fashion. In-
quiry into the disintegrative process within atoms became a
central theme of the new physics.

Building on this work, in 1900, a Berlin physicist, Max
Planck (PLAHNK) (1858-1947), rejected the belief that a
heated body radiates energy in a steady stream but main-
tained instead that energy is radiated discontinuously, in irreg-
ular packets that he called “quanta.” The quantum theory
raised fundamental questions about the subatomic realm of
the atom. By 1900, the old view of atoms as the basic building
blocks of the material world was being seriously questioned,
and Newtonian physics was in trouble.

THE WORK OF EINSTEIN Albert Einstein (YN-styn or YN-
shtyn) (1879-1955), a German-born patent officer working in
Switzerland, pushed these theories of thermodynamics into
new terrain. In 1905, Einstein published a paper titled “The
Electro-Dynamics of Moving Bodies” that contained his spe-
cial theory of relativity. According to relativity theory, space
and time are not absolute but relative to the observer, and
both are interwoven into what Einstein called a four-dimen-
sional space-time continuum. Neither space nor time had an ex-
istence independent of human experience. As Einstein later
explained simply to a journalist, “It was formerly believed that
if all material things disappeared out of the universe, time and
space would be left. According to the relativity theory, how-
ever, time and space disappear together with the things.”
Moreover, matter and energy reflected the relativity of time
and space. Einstein concluded that matter was nothing but
another form of energy. His epochal formula E = mc’—each
particle of matter is equivalent to its mass times the square of
the velocity of light—was the key theory explaining the vast
energies contained within the atom. It led to the atomic age.

Many scientists were unable to comprehend Einstein's
ideas, but during a toral eclipse of the sun in May 1919, scien-
tists were able to demonstrate that light was deflected in the
gravitational field of the sun, just as Einstein had predicted.
This confirmed Einstein’s general theory of relativity and
opened the scientific and intellectual world to his ideas. The
1920s would become the “heroic age” of physics.
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Toward a New Understanding
of the Irrational

Intellectually, the decades before 1914 wimessed a combina-
tion of contradictory developments, Thanks to the influence
of science, confidence in human reason and progress still
remained a dominant thread. At the same time, however, a
small group of intellectuals attacked the idea of optimistic
progress, dethroned reason, and glorified the irrational.

NIETZSCHE Friedrich Nietzsche (FREED-rikh NEE-chuh or
NEE-chee) (1844-1900) was one of the intellectuals who glo-
rified the irrational. According to Nietzsche, Western bour-
geois society was decadent and incapable of any real cultural
creativity, primarily because of its excessive emphasis on the
rational faculty at the expense of emotions, passions, and
instincts. Reason, Nietzsche claimed, actually played little role
in human life because humans were at the mercy of irrational
life forces.

Nietzsche believed that Christianity should shoulder much
of the blame for Western civilization's enfeeblement. The
“slave morality” of Christianity, he believed, had obliterated
the human impulse for life and had crushed the human will:

I call Christianity the one great curse, the one enormous and
innermost perversion.. .. I call it the one immortal blemish of
mankind. ... Christianity has taken the side of everything
weak, base, ill-constituted, it has made an ideal out of opposi-
tion to the preservative instincts of strong life. . . . Christianity
is called the religion of pity.—Pity stands in antithesis to the
basic emotions which enhance the energy of the feeling of life:

. . . |
it has a depressive effect. One loses force when one pities.

How, then, could Western society be renewed? First, said
Nietzsche, one must recognize that “God is dead.” Europeans
had killed God, he said, and it was no longer possible to believe
in some kind of cosmic order. Eliminating God and hence
Christian morality had liberated human beings and made it
possible to create a higher kind of being Nietzsche called the
superman: "I teach you the Superman. Man is something that
is to be surpassed.” Superior intellectuals must free themselves
from the ordinary thinking of the masses, create their own val-
ues, and lead the masses. Nietzsche rejected and condemned
political democracy, social reform, and universal suffrage.

BERGSON Another popular revolutionary against reason in
the 1890s was Henri Bergson (AHN-ree BERK-son) (1859-
1941), a French philosopher whose lectures at the University
of Paris made him one of the most important influences in
French thought in the early twentieth century. Bergson
accepted rational, scientific thought as a practical instrument
for providing useful knowledge but maintained that it was
incapable of arriving at truth or ultimate reality. To him, real-
ity was the “life force” that suffused all things; it could not be
divided into analyzable parts. Reality was a whole that could
only be grasped intuitively and experienced directly. When
we analyze it, we have merely a description, no longer the
reality we have experienced.
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SOREL Georges Sorel (ZHORZH soh-RELL) (1847-1922), a
French political theorist, combined Bergson's and Nietzsche's
ideas on the limits of rational thinking with his own passionate
interest in revolutionary socialism. Sorel understood the politi-
cal potential of the nonrational and advocated violent action as
the only sure way to achieve the aims of socialism. To destroy
capitalist society, he recommended the use of the general
strike, envisioning it as a mythic image that had the power to
inspire workers to take violent, heroic action against the capital-
ist order. Sorel also came to believe that the new socialist soci-
ety would have to be governed by a small elite ruling body
because the masses were incapable of ruling themselves.

Sigmund Freud and Psychoanalysis

Around the turn of the twentieth century, a Viennese doctor,
Sigmund Freud (SIG-mund or ZIG-munt FROID) (1856-
1939), put forth a series of theories that undermined optimism
about the rational nature of the human mind. Freud's
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Sigmund Freud. Freud was one of the intellectual giants of the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Born in Moravia, Freud began to
study medicine at the University of Vienna in 1873. After entering private
practice, he began to study patients suffering from psychosomatic
symptoms, which led him to believe that unconscious forees strongly
determine human behavior. Freud is seen here in a photograph taken in
1921. He was addicted to tobacco and smoked up to twenty cigars a day,
a habit that led to mouth cancer and a series of operations that were
ultimately unsuccessful,

thought, like the new physics and the irrationalism of
Nietzsche, added to the uncertainties of the age. His major
ideas were published in 1900 in The Interpretation of Dreams,
which contained the basic foundation of what came to be
known as psychoanalysis.

ROLE OF THE UNCONSCIOUS According to Freud, human
behavior was strongly determined by the unconscious, by ear-
lier experiences and inner forces of which people were largely
oblivious. To explore the content of the unconscious, Freud
relied not only on hypnosis but also on dreams, but the latter
were cloaked in an elaborate code that had to be deciphered
if the content was to be properly understood.

But why did some experiences whose influence per-
sisted in controlling an individual's life remain uncon-
scious? According to Freud, the answer was repression (see
the box on p. 727), a process by which unsettling experien-
ces were blotted from conscious awareness but still contin-
ued to influence behavior because they had become part of
the unconscious. To explain how repression worked, Freud
elaborated an intricate theory of the inner life of human
beings.

According to Freud, a human being’s inner life was a bat-
tleground of three contending forces: the id, ego, and super-
ego. The id was the center of unconscious drives and was
ruled by what Freud termed the pleasure principle. As crea-
tures of desire, human beings directed their energy toward
pleasure and away from pain. The id contained all kinds of
lustful drives and desires and crude appetites and impulses.
The ego was the seat of reason and hence the coordinator of
the inner life. It was governed by the reality principle.
Although humans were dominated by the pleasure principle,
a true pursuit of pleasure was not feasible. The reality princi-
ple meant that people rejected pleasure so that they might
live together in society. The superego was the locus of con-
science and represented the inhibitions and moral values that
society in general and parents in particular imposed on
people. The superego served to force the ego to curb the
unsatisfactory drives of the id.

The human being was thus a battleground among id,
ego, and superego. Ego and superego exerted restraining
influences on the unconscious id and repressed or kept out of
consciousness what they wanted to. The most important
repressions, according to Freud, were sexual, and he went on
to develop a theory of infantile sexual drives embodied in
the Oedipus complex (Electra complex for females), or the
infant’s craving for exclusive possession of the parent of the
opposite sex. Repression began in childhood, and psychoanal-
ysis was accomplished through a dialogue between psycho-
therapist and patient in which the therapist probed deeply
into memory in order to retrace the chain of repression all
the way back to its childhood origins. By making the con-
scious mind aware of the unconscious and its repressed
contents, the patient’s psychic conflict was resolved.

Although many of Freud's ideas have been shown to be
wrong in many details, he is still regarded as an important
figure because of the impact his theories have had.
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Freud and the Concept of Repression

FREUD’S PSYCHOANALYTICAL THEORIES RESULTED from his attempt
to understand the world of the unconscious. This excerpt is
taken from a lecture given in 1909 in which Freud described
how he arrived at his theory of the role of repression.
Although Freud valued science and reason, his theories of
the unconscious produced a new image of the human being
as governed less by reason than by irrational forces.

Sigmund Freud, Five Lectures on Psychoanalysis

I did not abandon [the technique of encouraging patients to
reveal forgotten experiences], however, before the
observations I made during my use of it afforded me decisive
evidence. I found confirmation of the fact that the forgotten
memories were not lost. They were in the patient’s
possession and were ready to emerge in association to what
was still known by him; but there was some force that
prevented them from becoming conscious and compelled
them to remain unconscious. The existence of this force
could be assumed with certainty, since one became aware of
an effort corresponding to it if, in opposition to it, one tried
to introduce the unconscious memories into the patient’s
consciousness. The force which was maintaining the
pathological condition became apparent in the form of
resistance on the part of the patient.

It was on this idea of resistance, then, that I based my
view of the course of physical events in hysteria. In order to
effect a recovery, it had proved necessary to remove these
resistances, Starting out from the mechanism of cure, it now
became possible to construct quite definite ideas of the origin
of the illness. The same forces which, in the form of
resistance, were now offering opposition to the forgotten
material’s being made conscious, must formerly have brought

about the forgetting and must have pushed the pathogenic
experiences in question out of consciousness. I gave the name
of “repression” to this hypothetical process, and I considered
that it was proved by the undeniable existence of resistance.

The further question could then be raised as to what these
forces were and what the determinants were of the repression
in which we now recognized the pathogenic mechanism of
hysteria. A comparative study of the pathogenic situations
which we had come to know through the cathartic procedure
made it possible to answer this question. All these
experiences had involved the emergence of a wishful impulse
which was in sharp contrast to the subject’s other wishes and
which proved incompatible with the ethical and aesthetic
standards of his personality, There had been a short conflict,
and the end of this internal struggle was that the idea which
had appeared before consciousness as the vehicle of this
irreconcilable wish fell a victim to repression, was pushed out
of consciousness with all its attached memories, and was
forgotten, Thus, the incompatibility of the wish in question
with the patient’s ego was the motive for the repression; the
subject’s ethical and other standards were the repressing
forces. An acceptance of the incompatible wishful impulse or
a prolongation of the conflict would have produced a high
degree of unpleasure; this unpleasure was avoided by means
of repression, which was thus revealed as one of the devices
serving to protect the mental personality.

@ According to Freud, how did he discover the existence
of repression? What function does repression perform?
What aspects of modern European society might have
contributed to forcing individuals into repressive
modes of thinking and acting?

Source: From Five Lectures on Psycho-analysis by Sigmund Freud, translated by James Strachey. Copyright © 1961 by James Strachey. Used by permission of W. W. Norton & Company, Inc. and

Sigmund Freud Copyrights Ltd.

The Impact of Darwin

In the second half of the nineteenth century, scientific theories
were sometimes wrongly applied to achieve other ends. The
application of Darwin’s principle of organic evolution to the
social order came to be known as social Darwinism.

SOCIAL DARWINISM The most popular exponent of social
Darwinism was the British philosopher Herbert Spencer
(1820-1903). Using Darwin's terminology, Spencer argued
that societies were organisms that evolved through time from
a struggle with their environment. Progress came from “the
struggle for survival,” as the “fit"—the strong—advanced
while the weak declined. As Spencer expressed it in 1851 in
his book Social Statics:

Pervading all Nature we may see at work a stern discipline
which is a little cruel that it may be very kind. ... Meanwhile,

Toward the Modern Consciousness: Intellectual and Cultural Developments

the well-being of existing humanity and the unfolding of it
into this ultimate perfection, are both secured by the same
beneficial though severe discipline to which the animate crea-
tion at large is subject. It seems hard that an unskillfulness,
which with all his efforts he cannot overcome, should entail
hunger upon the artisan. It seems hard that a laborer, incapa-
citated by sickness from competing with his stronger fellows,
should have to bear the resulting privations. It seems hard
that widows and orphans should be left to struggle for life or
death. Nevertheless, when regarded not separately but in con-
nection with the interests of universal humanity, these harsh
fatalities are seen to be full of beneficence—the same benefi-
cence which brings to early graves the children of diseased
parents, and singles out the intemperate and the debilitated as
the victims of an telzaidta‘n'ljc,5

The state should not intervene in this natural process.
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RACISM Rabid nationalists and racists also applied Darwin's
ideas in an even more radical way. In their pursuit of national
greatness, extreme nationalists argued that nations, too, were
engaged in a “struggle for existence’”” in which only the fittest
survived. The German general Friedrich von Bernhardi
(FREED-rikh fun bayrn-HAR-dee) (1849-1930) argued in
1907:

War is a biological necessity of the first importance, a regula-
tive element in the life of mankind which cannot be dispensed
with, since without it an unhealthy development will follow,
which excludes every advancement of the race, and therefore
all real civilization. “War is the father of all things.” The sages
of antiquity long before Darwin recognized this.”

Numerous nationalist organizations preached the same
doctrine as Bernhardi. The Nationalist Association of Italy, for
example, founded in 1910, declared that “we must teach Italy
the value of international struggle. But international struggle
is war? Well, then, let there be war! And nationalism will
arouse the will for a victorious war, ... the only way to
national redemption.””

Racism, too, was dramatically revived and strengthened by
new biological arguments. Perhaps nowhere was the combi-
nation of extreme nationalism and racism more evident and
more dangerous than in Germany. The concept of the Volk
(FULK) (nation, people, or race) had been an underlying idea
in German history since the beginning of the nineteenth cen-
tury. One of the chief propagandists for German volkish
thought at the turn of the twentieth century was Houston
Stewart Chamberlain (1855-1927), an Englishman who
became a German citizen. His book The Foundations of the
Nineteenth Century, published in 1899, made a special impact
on Germany. Modern-day Germans, according to Chamber-
lain, were the only pure successors of the “Aryans,” who
were portrayed as the true and original creators of Western
culture. The Aryan (AR-ee-un) race, under German leader-
ship, must be prepared to fight for Western civilization and
save it from the destructive assaults of such lower races as
Jews, Negroes, and Orientals, Increasingly, Jews were singled
out by German volkish nationalists as the racial enemy in bio-
logical terms and as parasites who wanted to destroy the
Aryan race.

The Attack on Christianity

The growth of scientific thinking as well as the forces of mod-
ernization presented new challenges to the Christian
churches. Industrialization and urbanization had an especially
adverse effect on religious institutions. With the mass migra-
tion of people from the countryside to the city, the close-knit,
traditional ties of the village in which the church had been a
key force gave way to new urban patterns of social life from
which the churches were often excluded. The established
Christian churches had a weak hold on workers.

The political movements of the late nineteenth century
were also hostile to the established Christian churches.
Beginning during the eighteenth-century Enlightenment and

continuing well into the nineteenth century, European gov-
ernments, especially in predominantly Catholic countries, had
imposed controls over church courts, religious orders, and
appointments of the clergy. But after the failure of the revolu-
tions of 1848, governments were eager to use the churches’
aid in reestablishing order and relaxed these controls.

Eventually, however, the close union of state authorities
with established churches produced a backlash in the form of
anticlericalism, especially in the liberal nation-states of the
late nineteenth century. As one example, in the 1880s, the
French republican government substituted civic training for
religious instruction in order to undermine the Catholic
Church’s control of education. In 1901, Catholic teaching
orders were outlawed, and four years later, in 1905, church
and state were completely separated.

Science became one of the chief threats to all the Christian
churches and even to religion itself in the nineteenth century.
Darwin’s theory of evolution, accepted by ever-larger num-
bers of educated Europeans, seemed to contradict the doc-
trine of divine creation. By seeking to suppress Darwin’s
books and to forbid the teaching of the evolutionary hypothe-
sis, the churches often caused even more educated people to
reject established religions.

The scientific spirit also encouraged a number of biblical
scholars to apply critical principles to the Bible, leading to the so-
called higher criticism. One of its leading exponents was Ernst
Renan (re-NAHNH) (1823-1892), a French Catholic scholar. In
his Life of Jesus, Renan questioned the historical accuracy of the
Bible and presented a radically different picture of Jesus. He saw
Jesus not as the son of God but as a human being whose value
lay in the example he provided by his life and teaching.

RESPONSE OF THE CHURCHES One response of the Chris-
tian churches to these attacks was the outright rejection of
modern ideas and forces. Protestant fundamentalist sects were
especially important in maintaining a literal interpretation of
the Bible. The Catholic Church under Pope Pius IX (1846—
1878) also took a rigid stand against modern ideas. In 1864,
Pope Pius issued a papal encyclical called the Syllabus of Errors
in which he stated that it is “an error to believe that the
Roman Pontiff can and ought to reconcile himself to, and
agree with, progress, liberalism, and modern civilization.” He
condemned nationalism, socialism, religious toleration, and
freedom of speech and press.

Rejection of the new was not the churches’ only response,
however. A religious movement called Modernism included
an attempt by the churches to reinterpret Christianity in the
light of new developments. The modernists viewed the Bible
as a book of useful moral ideas, encouraged Christians to
become involved in social reforms, and insisted that the
churches must provide a greater sense of community. The
Catholic Church condemned Modernism in 1907 and had
driven it underground by the beginning of World War 1.

Yet another response of the Christian churches to modern
ideas was compromise, an approach especially evident in the
Catholic Church during the pontificate of Leo XIII (1878-
1903). Pope Leo permitted the teaching of evolution as a
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hypothesis in Catholic schools and also responded to the chal-
lenges of modernization in the economic and social spheres.
In his encyclical De Rerum Novarum (day RAYR-um noh-
VAR-um), issued in 1891, he upheld the individual’s right to
private property but at the same time criticized “naked” capi-
talism for the poverty and degradation in which it had left the
working classes. Much in socialism, he declared, was Christian
in principle, but he condemned Marxist socialism for its
materialistic and antireligious foundations. The pope recom-
mended that Catholics form socialist parties and labor unions
of their own to help the workers.

Other religious groups also made efforts to win support
for Christianity among the working-class poor and to restore
religious practice among the urban working classes. Sects of
evangelical missionaries were especially successful; a prime
example is the Salvation Army, founded in London in 1865 by
William Booth (1829-1912), the army’s first “general.” The
Salvation Army established food centers, shelters where the
homeless could sleep, and “rescue homes” for women, bur all
these had a larger purpose, as Booth admitted: “It is primarily
and mainly for the sake of saving the soul that I seek the
salvation of the body."”*

The Culture of Modernity: Literature

The revolution in physics and psychology was paralleled by a
revolution in literature and the arts. Before 1914, writers and
artists self-consciously rejected the traditional literary and
artistic styles that had dominated European cultural life since
the Renaissance. The changes that they produced have since
been called Modernism.

NATURALISM Throughout much of the late nineteenth cen-
tury, literature was dominated by Naturalism. Naturalists
accepted the material world as real and felt that literature
should be realistic. By addressing social problems, writers
could contribute to an objective understanding of the world.
Although Naturalism was a continuation of Realism, it lacked
the underlying note of liberal optimism about people and so-
ciety that had been prevalent in the 1850s. The Naturalists
were pessimistic about Europe’s future and often portrayed
characters caught in the grip of forces beyond their control.

The novels of the French writer Emile Zola (ay-MEEL
ZOH-lah) (1840-1902) provide a good example of Natural-
ism. Against a backdrop of the urban slums and coalfields of
northern France, Zola showed how alcoholism and different
environments affected people’s lives. He had read Darwin’s
Origin of Species and had been impressed by its emphasis on
the struggle for survival and the importance of environment
and heredity. These themes were central to his Rougon-
Macquart, a twenty-volume series of novels on the “natural
and social history of a family.” Zola maintained that the artist
must analyze and dissect life as a biologist would a living or-
ganism. He said, “I have simply done on living bodies the
work of analysis which surgeons perform on corpses.”

The second half of the nineteenth century was a golden
age for Russian literature. The nineteenth-century realistic
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novel reached its high point in the works of Leo Tolstoy
(TOHL-stoy) (1828-1910) and Fyodor Dostoevsky (FYUD-ur
dos-tuh-YEF-skee) (1821-1881). Tolstoy’s greatest work
was War and Peace, a lengthy novel played out against the his-
torical background of Napoleon'’s invasion of Russia in 1812.
It is realistic in its vivid descriptions of military life and charac-
ter portrayal. Each person is delineated clearly and analyzed
psychologically. Upon a great landscape, Tolstoy imposed a
fatalistic view of history that ultimately proved irrelevant in
the face of life’s enduring values of human love and trust.

Dostoevsky combined narrative skill and acute psycholog-
ical and moral observation with profound insights into
human nature. He maintained that the major problem of
his age was a loss of spiritual belief. Western people were
attempting to gain salvation through the construction of a
materialistic paradise built only by human reason and human
will. Dostoevsky feared that the failure to incorporate spirit
would result in total tyranny. His own life experiences led
him to believe that only through suffering and faith could
the human soul be purified, views that are evident in his
best-known works, Crime and Punishment and The Brothers
Karamazov,

SYMBOLISM At the turn of the century, a new group of
writers, known as the Symbolists, reacted against Realism.
Primarily interested in writing poetry, the Symbolists
believed that an objective knowledge of the world was
impossible. The external world was not real but only a col-
lection of symbols that reflected the true reality of the indi-
vidual human mind. Art, they believed, should function for
its own sake instead of serving, criticizing, or seeking to
understand society. In the works of such Symbolist poets as
W. B. Yeats (YAYTS) and Rainer Maria Rilke (RY-nuh
mah-REE-uh RILL-kuh), poetry ceased to be part of popu-
lar culture because only through a knowledge of the poet’s
personal language could one hope to understand what the
poem was saying (see the box on p. 730).

Modernism in the Arts

Since the Renaissance, artists had tried to represent reality as
accurately as possible, carefully applying brushstrokes and
employing perspective to produce realistic portrayals of their
subjects. By the late nineteenth century, however, artists were
seeking new forms of expression,

IMPRESSIONISM The preamble to modern painting can be
found in Impressionism, a movement that originated in
France in the 1870s when a group of artists rejected the stu-
dios and museums and went out into the countryside to paint
nature directly. But the Impressionists did not just paint
scenes from nature. Their subjects included streets and caba-
rets, rivers, and busy boulevards—wherever people congre-
gated for work and leisure. In this sense, Impressionist subject
matter reflected the pastimes of the new upper middle class.
Instead of adhering to the conventonal modes of painting
and subject matter, the Impressionists sought originality and
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Symbolist Poetry: Art for Art's Sake

ARTHUR RiMBAUD (ar-TOOR ram-BOH) (1854-1891) was ONE
of Symbolism's leading practitioners in France. Although his
verses seem to have little real meaning, they were not meant
to describe the external world precisely but to enchant the
mind. Art was not meant for the masses but only for "art's
sake." Rimbaud wrote, "By the alchemy of the words, | noted
the inexpressible. | fixed giddiness."”

\rthur Rimbaud, The Drunken Boat
As I floated down impassable rivers,
I felt the boatmen no longer guiding me.
After them came redskins who with war cries
Nailed them naked to the painted poles.

I was oblivious to the crew,

I who bore Flemish wheat and English cotton.
When the racket was finished with my boatmen,
The waters let me drift my own free way.

In the tide’s furious pounding,

I, the other winter, emptier than children’s minds,
I sailed! And the unmoored peninsulas

Have not suffered more triumphant turmoils.

The tempest blessed my maritime watches.

Lighter than a cork I danced on the waves,

Those eternal rollers of victims,

Ten nights, without regretting the lantern-foolish eye!

Sweeter than the bite of sour apples to a child,
The green water seeped through my wooden hull,
Rinsed me of blue wine stains and vomit,

Broke apart grappling iron and rudder.

And then I bathed myself in the poetry

Of the star-sprayed milk-white sea,

Devouring the azure greens; where, pale

And ravished, a pensive drowned one sometimes floats;

Where, suddenly staining the blueness, frenzies
And slow rhythms in the blazing of day,

Stronger than alcohol, vaster than our lyres,
The russet bitterness of love ferments. . ..

I have dreamed of the green night bedazzled
with snow,
A kiss climbing slowly to the eyes of the sea,
The flow of unforgettable sap,
And the yellow-blue waking of singing phosphorous!

Long months I have followed, like maddened cattle,
The surge assaulting the rocks

Without dreaming that the Virgin's luminous feet
Could force a muzzle on the panting ocean!

I have struck against the shores of incredible Floridas
Mixing panther-eyed flowers like human skins!
Rainbows stretched like bridle reins

Under the ocean’s horizon, toward sea-green troops!

I have seen the fermenting of monstrous marshes,
Nets where a whole Leviathan rots in the reeds!
The waters collapsing in the middle of the calm,
And horizons plunging toward the abyss!

Glaciers, silver suns, waves of pearl, charcoal skies,
Hideous beaches at the bottom of brown gulfs
Where giant serpents devoured by vermin

Tumble from twisted trees with black perfumes!

I would have liked to show the children those
dolphins

On the blue waves, those golden singing fish.

—The froth of flowers lulled my voyagings,

Ineffable winds gave me wings by the moment.

@ After reading Rimbaud’s poem, what do you think
Symbolism is? What strikes you as the goals or
ambitions of the Symbolists in this era of artistic
innovation and challenge to older forms of
expression?

Source: “The Drunken Boat" by Arthur Rimbaud from Realism, Naturalism, Symbolism: Modes of Thought and Expression in Europe by Roland Stromberg, English translation copyright @ 1968 by Roland

Stromberg. Reprinted by permission of the Estate of Roland Stromberg,

distinction from past artworks. Their paintings utilized bright
colors, dynamic brushstrokes, and a smaller, more private
scale than that of their predecessors. Camille Pissarro (kah-
MEEL pee-SAH-roh) (1830-1903), one of Impressionism'’s
founders, expressed what they sought:

Precise drawing is dry and hampers the impression of the
whole, it destroys all sensations. Do not define too closely the
outlines of things; it is the brushstroke of the right value and
color which should produce the drawing.... Work at the

same time upon sky, water, branches, ground, keeping every-
thing going on an equal basis and unceasingly rework unil
you have got it.... Don't proceed according to rules and
principles, but paint what you observe and feel. Paint gener-
ously and unhesitatingly, for it is best not to lose the first
impression.”

Impressionists like Pissarro sought to put into their paintings
their impressions of the changing effects of light on objects in
nature.
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Pissarro’s ideas are visibly portrayed in the work of
Claude Monet (CLOHD moh-NEH) (1840-1926). Monet was
especially enchanted with water and painted many pictures in
which he attempted to capture the interplay of light, water,
and atmosphere, especially evident in Impression, Suntise. It
was Monet's Impression, Sunrise that gave the Impressionists
their name. Following their first exhibition in 1874, a satirical
magazine referred to “Impressionism” in mocking the loose
brushwork of Monet’s painting. By 1877, however, the artists
had adopted the name for themselves.

The first Impressionist exhibition included paintings by
three women, one of whom was Berthe Morisot (BAYRT
mor-ee-ZOH) (1841-1895). Her work fetched the highest
price at the first Impressionist auction. Morisot broke with the
practice of women being only amateur artists and became a
professional painter. Her dedication to the new style of paint-
ing won her the disfavor of the traditional French academic
artists. Morisot believed that women had a special vision,
which was, as she said, “more delicate than that of men.” Her
special touch is evident in the lighter colors and flowing
brushstrokes of Young Girl by the Window. Near the end of her

Berthe Morisot, Young Girl by the Window. Berthe Morisot
came from a wealthy French family that settled in Paris when she

was seven. The first female painter to join the Impressionists, she
developed her own unique Impressionist style. Her gentle colors and
strong use of pastels are especially evident in Young Girl by the Window,
painted in 1878. Many of her paintings focus on women and domestic
scenes.

Claude Monet, /mpression,
Sunrise. Impressionists rejected
“rules and principles” and sought to
paint what they observed and felt in
order “not to lose the first
impression.” Monet entered this
painting, Impression, Sunrise, in the first
Impressionist show in 1874. He sought
to capture his impression of the
fleeting moments of sunrise through
the simple interplay of light, water,
and atmosphere.
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life, Morisot lamented the refusal of men to take her work
seriously: “T don't think there has ever been a man who
treated a woman as an equal, and that's all I would have
asked, for I know I'm worth as much as they.”"’

POST-IMPRESSIONISM By the 1880s, a new movement
known as Post-Impressionism had emerged in France and
soon spread to other European countries. Post-Impressionism
retained the Impressionist emphasis on light and color but
revolutionized it even further by paying more attention to
structure and form. Post-Impressionists sought to use both
color and line to express inner feelings and produce a personal
statement of reality rather than an imitation of objects.
Impressionist paintings had retained a sense of realism, but
the Post-Impressionists shifted from objective reality to sub-
jective reality and in so doing began to withdraw from the
artist’s traditional task of depicting the external world. Post-
Impressionism was the real beginning of modern art.

Paul Cézanne (say-ZAHN) (1839-1906) was one of the
most important Post-Impressionists. Initially, he was influ-
enced by the Impressionists but soon rejected their work.
In paintings, such as Mont Sainte-Victoire, Cézanne sought
to express visually the underlying geometric structure and
form of everything he painted. He accomplished this by
pressing his wet brush directly onto the canvas, forming
cubes of color on which he built the form of the moun-
tain. His technique enabled him to break down forms to
their basic components. As Cézanne explained to one

young painter: “You must see in nature the cylinder, the
sphere, and the cone.”

Another famous Post-Impressionist was a tortured and
tragic figure, Vincent van Gogh (van GOH or vahn GOK)
(1853-1890). For van Gogh, art was a spiritual experience. He
was especially interested in color and believed that it could
act as its own form of language. Van Gogh maintained that
artists should paint what they feel, which is evident in his
Starry Night.

THE SEARCH FOR INDIVIDUAL EXPRESSION By the begin-
ning of the twentieth century, the belief that the task of art
was to represent “reality” had lost much of its meaning. By
that time, psychology and the new physics had made it evi-
dent that many people were not sure what constituted reality
anyway. Then, too, the development of photography gave
artists another reason to reject visual realism. Invented in the
1830s, photography became popular and widespread after
George Eastman produced the first Kodak camera for the
mass market in 1888. What was the point of an artist doing
what the camera did better? Unlike the camera, which could
only mirror reality, artists could create reality. Individual con-
sciousness became the source of meaning. Between 1905 and
1914, this search for individual expression produced a wide
variety of schools of painting, all of which had their greatest
impact after World War L.

In 1905, one of the most important figures in modern art
was just beginning his career. Pablo Picasso (PAHB-loh pi-

Paul Cézanne, Mont Sainte-
Victoire. Post-Impressionists sought
above all to express their inner feelings
and capture on canvas their own
vision of reality. In Mont Sainte-Victoire,
depicting a mountain near his home
that he painted more than sixty times,
Cézanne challenged traditional
landscape painting by eliminating a
single perspective and replacing it with
subtle color that created the form of
the mountain.
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Vincent van Gogh, The Starry Night. The Dutch painter Vincent van Gogh was a major figure
among the Post-Impressionists. His originality and power of expression made a strong impact on his
artistic successors. In The Starry Night, painted in 1889, van Gogh's subjective vision was given full play
as the dynamic swirling forms of the heavens above overwhelm the village below, The heavens seem
alive with a mysterious spiritual force. Van Gogh painted this work in an asylum one year before he
committed suicide.

KAH-soh) (1881-1973) was from Spain but settled in Paris
in 1904. Picasso was extremely flexible and painted in a re-
markable variety of styles. He was instrumental in the devel-
opment of a new style called Cubism that used geometric
designs as visual stimuli to re-create reality in the viewer’s
mind. Picasso’s 1907 work Les Demoiselles d’Avignon (lay
dem-wah-ZEL dah-vee-NYONH) has been called the first
Cubist painting.

The modern artist’s flight from “visual reality” reached a
high point in 1910 with the beginning of abstract painting.
Wassily Kandinsky (vus-YEEL-yee kan-DIN-skee) (1866
1944), a Russian who worked in Germany, was one of the
founders of abstract painting. As is evident in his Square with
White Border, Kandinsky sought to avoid representation alto-
gether. He believed that art should speak directly to the soul.
To do so, it must avoid any reference to visual reality and
concentrate on color,

Toward the Modern Consciousness: Intellectual and Cultural Developments

Modernism in Music

In the first half of the nineteenth century, the Romantics’
attraction to exotic and primitive cultures had sparked a fasci-
nation with folk music, which became increasingly important
as musicians began to look for ways to express their national
identities. In the second half of the century, new flames of
nationalistic spirit were fanned in both literary and musical
circles.

GRIEG One example of this new nationalistic spirit may be
found in the Scandinavian composer Edvard Grieg (ED-vart
GREEG) (1843-1907), who remained a dedicated supporter
of Norwegian nationalism throughout his life. Grieg’s nation-
alism expressed itself in the lyric melodies found in the folk
music of his homeland. Among his best-known works is the
Peer Gynt Suite (1876), incidental music to a play by Henrik
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Pablo Picasso, Les Demoiselles d’Avignon. Pablo
Picasso, a major pioneer of modern art, experimented with
a remarkable variety of styles. Les Demoiselles d"Avignon
(1907) was the first great example of Cubism, which one
art historian has called “the first style of [the twentieth]
century to break radically
with the past.” Geometric
shapes replace traditional
forms, forcing the viewer
to re-create reality in his
or her own mind. Picasso
said of this painting, “1
paint forms as I think
them, not as I see them.”
The head at the upper
right of the painting
reflects Picasso's attraction
to aspects of African art,
as is evident from the
Congo mask included at
the left.

Dr. Werner Muensterberger Collection, London/The Bridgeman Art Library

Ibsen. Grieg's music paved the way for the creation of a
national music style in Norway.

DEBUSSY The Impressionist movement in music followed its
artistic counterpart by some thirty years. Impressionist music
stressed elusive moods and haunting sensations and is distinc-
tive in its delicate beauty and elegance of sound. The com-
poser most tangibly linked to the Impressionist movement

was Claude Debussy (CLOHD duh-bus-SEE) (1862-1918),
whose musical compositions were often inspired by the visual
arts. One of Debussy’'s most famous works, Prelude to the
Afternoon of a Faun (1894), was actually inspired by a poem,
“Afternoon of a Faun,” written by his friend, the Symbolist
poet Stéphane Mallarmé (stay-FAHN mah-lahr-MAY)
(1842-1898). But Debussy did not tell a story in music; rather,
Prelude to the Afternoon of a Faun re-created in sound the

Wassily Kandinsky, Square with White
Border. One of the originators of abstract
painting was the Russian Wassily Kandinsky,
who sought to eliminate representation
altogether by focusing on color and avoiding
any resemblance to visual reality. In Square
with White Border, Kandinsky used color “to
send light into the darkness of men's hearts.”
He believed that color, like music, could
fulfill a spiritual goal of appealing directly to
the human senses.
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overall feeling of the poem. Said Mallarmé upon hearing
Debussy’s piece, “I was not expecting anything like this. This
music prolongs the emotion of my poem, and evokes the
scene more vividly than color.”"!

Other composers adopted stylistic idioms that imitated
presumably primitive forms in an attempt to express less
refined and therefore more genuine feelings. A chief expo-
nent of musical primitivism was Igor Stravinsky (EE-gor
struh-VIN-skee) (1882-1971), one of the twentieth cen-
tury’s most important composers, both for his compositions
and for his impact on other composers. He gained interna-
tional fame as a ballet composer and together with the Ballet
Russe, under the direction of Sergei Diaghilev (syir-GYAY
DYAHG-yuh-lif) (1872-1929), revolutionized the world of
music with a series of ballets. The three most significant bal-
lets Stravinsky composed for Diaghilev’s company were The
Firebird (1910), Petrushka (1911), and The Rite of Spring (1913).
All three were based on Russian folk tales. The Rite of Spring
proved to be a revolutionary piece in the development of
music. At its premiere on May 29, 1913, the pulsating
rhythms, sharp dissonances, and unusual dancing over-
whelmed the Paris audience and caused a riot at the
theater. Like the intellectuals of his time, Stravinsky sought
a new understanding of irrational forces in his music,
which became an important force in inaugurating a modern
musical movement.

Politics: New Directions and
New Uncertainties
. FOCUS QUESTIONS: What gains did women make

in their movement for women's rights? How did a new
right-wing politics affect the Jews in different parts of
Europe? What political problems did Great Britain, Italy,
France, Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Russia face
between 1894 and 1914, and how did they solve them?

The uncertainties in European intellectual and cultural life
were paralleled by growing anxieties in European political
life. The seemingly steady progress in the growth of liberal
principles and political democracy after 1871 was soon
slowed or even halted altogether after 1894. The new mass
politics had opened the door to changes that many nine-
teenth-century liberals found unacceptable, and liberals them-
selves were forced to move in new directions. The
appearance of a nmew right-wing politics based on racism
added an ugly note to the already existing anxieties. With
their newfound voting rights, workers elected socialists who
demanded new reforms when they took their places in legisla-
tive bodies. Women, too, made new demands, insisting on
the right to vote and using new tactics to gain it. In central
and eastern Europe, tensions grew as authoritarian govern-
ments refused to meet the demands of reformers. And outside
Europe, a new giant appeared in the Western world as the
United States emerged as a great industrial power with
immense potential.

Politics: New Directions and New Uncertainties

The Movement for Women'’s Rights

In the 1830s, a number of women in the United States and
Europe, who worked together in several reform movements,
became frustrated by the apparent prejudices against females.
They sought improvements for women by focusing on spe-
cific goals. Family and marriage laws were especially singled
out because it was difficult for women to secure divorces and
property laws gave husbands almost complete control over
the property of their wives. These early efforts were not par-
ticularly successful, however. For example, women did not
gain the right to their own property until 1870 in Britain,
1900 in Germany, and 1907 in France. Although the British
legalized divorce in 1857, the French state permitted only a
limited degree of divorce in 1884. In Catholic countries such
as Spain and Italy, women had no success at all in achieving
the right to divorce their husbands.

NEW PROFESSIONS Divorce and property rights were only
a beginning for the women's movement, however. Some mid-
dle- and upper-middle-class women gained access to higher
education, and others sought entry into occupations domi-
nated by men. The first to fall was teaching. Because medical
training was largely closed to women, they sought alterna-
tives through the development of nursing. One nursing pio-
neer was Amalie Sieveking (uh-MAHL-yuh SEE-vuh-king)
(1794-1859), who founded the Female Association for the
Care of the Poor and Sick in Hamburg, Germany. As she
explained, “To me, at least as important were the benefits
which [work with the poor] seemed to promise for those of
my sisters who would join me in such a work of charity. The
higher interests of my sex were close to my heart.”'* Sieve-
king's work was followed by the more famous British nurse,
Florence Nightingale (1820-1910), whose efforts during the
Crimean War, along with those of Clara Barton (1821-1912)
in the American Civil War, transformed nursing into a
profession of trained, middle-class “women in white.”

THE RIGHT TO VOTE By the 1840s and 1850s, the movement
for women'’s rights had entered the political arena with the
call for equal political rights. Many feminists believed that
the right to vote was the key to all other reforms to improve
the position of women. The British women's movement was
the most vocal and active in Europe, but it divided over
tactics. The liberal Millicent Fawcett (1847-1929) organized
a moderate group who believed that women must demon-
strate that they would use political power responsibly if they
wanted Parliament to grant them the right to vote. Another
group, however, favored a more radical approach. Emmeline
Pankhurst (EM-uh-leen PANK-hurst) (1858-1928) and her
daughters, Christabel and Sylvia, founded the Women's Social
and Political Union in 1903, which enrolled mostly middle-
and upper-class women. The members of Pankhurst’s organi-
zation realized the value of the media and used unusual pub-
licity stunts to call attention to their demands (see the box on
p. 736 and Images of Everyday Life on p. 737). Derisively
labeled “suffragettes” by male politicians, they pelted govern-
ment officials with eggs, chained themselves to lampposts,
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The Struggle for the Right to Vote

EMMELINE PANKHURST, WITH THE HELP of her daughters, was the
leader of the women's movement for the right to vote in
Britain at the end of the nineteenth century and the
beginning of the twentieth century. Believing that peaceful
requests were achieving little from the members of
Parliament, Pankhurst came to advocate more forceful
methods, as is evident in this selection from My Own Story,
her autobiography published in 1914. Although this
confrontational approach was abandoned during World War
|, the British government granted women the right to vote in
1918 at the end of the war.

Emmeline Pankhurst, My Own Story

I had called upon women to join me in striking at the
Government through the only thing that governments are
really very much concerned about—property—and the
response was immediate. Within a few days the newspapers
rang with the story of the attack made on letter boxes in
London, Liverpool, Birmingham, Bristol, and half a dozen
other cities. In some cases the boxes, when opened by
postmen, mysteriously burst into flame; in others the
letters were destroyed by corrosive chemicals; in still
others the addresses were rendered illegible by black fluids.
Altogether it was estimated that over 5,000 letters were
completely destroyed and many thousands more were
delayed in transit.

It was with a deep sense of their gravity that these letter-
burning protests were undertaken, but we felt that something
drastic must be done in order to destroy the apathy of the
men of England who view with indifference the suffering of
women oppressed by unjust laws. As we pointed out, letters,
precious though they may be, are less precious than human
bodies and souls. ... And so, in order to call attention to
greater crimes against human beings, our letter burnings
continued.

In only a few cases were the offenders apprehended, and
one of the few women arrested was a helpless cripple, a
woman who could move about only in a wheeled chair. She
received a sentence of eight months in the first division, and,
resolutely hunger striking, was forcibly fed with unusual
brutality, the prison doctor deliberately breaking one of her
teeth in order to insert a gag. In spite of her disabilities and

Source: From Emmeline Pankhurst, My Own Story (New York: Hearst International Library, 1914},

smashed the windows of fashionable department stores,
burned railroad cars, and went on hunger strikes in jail. In
1913, Emily Davison accepted martyrdom for the cause when
she threw herself in front of the king’s horse at the Epsom
Derby horse race. Suffragists had one fundamental aim: the
right of women to full citizenship in the nation-state.

her weakness the crippled girl persisted in her hunger strike
and her resistance to prison rules, and within a short time had
to be released. The excessive sentences of the other pillar box
destroyers resolved themselves into very short terms because
of the resistance of the prisoners, every one of whom adopted
the hunger strike.

It was at this time, February, 1913, less than two years ago
as I write these words, that militancy, as it is now generally
understood by the public began—militancy in the sense of
continued, destructive, guerrilla warfare against the
Government through injury to private property. Some
property had been destroyed before this time, but the attacks
were sporadic, and were meant to be in the nature of a
warning as to what might become a settled policy. Now we
indeed lighted the torch, and we did it with the absolute
conviction that no other course was open to us. We had tried
every other measure, as I am sure that [ have demonstrated
to my readers, and our years of work and suffering and
sacrifice had taught us that the Government would not yield
to right and justice, what the majority of members of the
House of Commons admitted was right and justice, but that
the Government would, as other governments invariably do,
yield to expediency. Now our task was to show the
Government that it was expedient to yield to the women’s
just demands. In order to do that we had to make England
and every department of English life insecure and unsafe. We
had to make English law a failure and the courts farce
comedy theatres; we had to discredit the Government and
Parliament in the eyes of the world; we had to spoil English
sports, hurt business, destroy valuable property, demoralize
the world of society, shame the churches, upset the whole
orderly conduct of life.

That is, we had to do as much of this guerrilla warfare as
the people of England would tolerate. When they came to
the point of saying to the Government: “Stop this, in the only
way it can be stopped, by giving the women of England
representation,” then we should extinguish our torch.

@ What methods did Emmeline Pankhurst advocate be

used to achieve the right to vote for women? Why did
she feel justified in using these methods? Do you
think she was justified? Why or why not?

Although few women elsewhere in Europe used the Pank-
hursts’ confrontational methods, demands for women’s rights
were heard throughout Europe and the United States before
World War 1. Nevertheless, only in Finland, Norway, and
some American states did women actually receive the right to
vote before 1914. It would take the dramatic upheaval of
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IMAGES OF EVERYDAY LIFE

The Struggle for the Right to Vote

FOR MANY FEMINISTS, THE RIGHT TO VOTE came to represent
the key to other reforms that would benefit women. In
Britain, suffragists attracted attention to their cause by
unusual publicity stunts. The photograph at the left shows the
arrest of a suffragist who had chained herself to the railings of
Buckingham Palace in London. Below is a photo of Emily
Davison throwing herself under the king’s horse at the

Central Press/Getty Images

Epsom Derby horse race. Shortly before her sacrificial action,
she had written, “The glorious and indomitable Spirit of
Liberty has but one further penalty within its power, the
surrender of life itself, the supreme consummation of
sacrifice.”” The third illustration shows police preventing
Emmeline Pankhurst and her two daughters from entering
Buckingham Palace to present a petition to the king. B~
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World War I before male-dominated governments capitulated
on this basic issue (see Chapter 25).

EFFORTS FOR PEACE Women reformers took on other
issues besides suffrage. In many countries, women supported
peace movements. Bertha von Suttner (ZOOT-nuh) (1843
1914) became the head of the Austrian Peace Society and pro-
tested against the growing arms race of the 1890s. Her novel
Lay Down Your Arms became a best-seller and brought her the
Nobel Peace Prize in 1905. Lower-class women also took up
the cause of peace. In 1911, a group of female workers
marched in Vienna and demanded, “We want an end to
armaments, to the means of murder and we want these
millions to be spent on the needs of the people.”"’

THE NEW WOMAN Bertha von Suttner was but one example
of the “new women” who were becoming more prominent
at the turn of the century. These women renounced tradi-
tional feminine roles. Although some of them supported polit-
ical ideologies such as socialism that flew in the face of the
ruling classes, others simply sought new freedom outside the
household and new roles other than those of wives and
mothers.

Maria Montessori (mahn-tuh-SOR-ee) (1870-1952) was a
good example of the “new woman.” Breaking with tradition,
she attended medical school at the University of Rome.
Although often isolated by the male students, she persisted
and in 1896 became the first Italian woman to receive a medi-
cal degree. Three years later, she undertook a lecture tour in
Italy on the subject of the “new woman,” whom she charac-
terized as a woman who followed a rational, scientific per-
spective. In keeping with this ideal, Montessori put her
medical background to work in a school for mentally handi-
capped children. She devised new teaching materials that
enabled these children to read and write and became con-
vinced, as she later wrote, “that similar methods applied to
normal students would develop or set free their personality in
a marvelous and surprising way.” Subsequently, she estab-
lished a system of childhood education based on natural and
spontaneous activities in which students learned at their own
pace. By the 1930s, hundreds of Montessori schools had been
established in Europe and the United States. As a professional
woman and an unwed mother, Montessori also embodied
some of the freedoms of the “new woman.”

Jews in the European Nation-State

Near the end of the nineteenth century, a revival of racism
combined with extreme nationalism to produce a new right-
wing politics aimed primarily at the Jews. Of course, anti-
Semitism was not new to European civilization. Since the
Middle Ages, Jews had been portrayed as the murderers of
Jesus and subjected to mob violence; their rights had been re-
stricted, and they had been physically separated from Chris-
tians in quarters known as ghettos.

In the nineteenth century, as a result of the ideals of the
Enlightenment and the French Revolution, Jews were increas-
ingly granted legal equality in many European countries. The

French revolutionary decrees of 1790 and 1791 emancipated
the Jews and admitted them to full citizenship. After the revo-
lutions of 1848, emancipation became a fact of life for Jews
throughout western and central Europe. For many Jews,
emancipation enabled them to leave the ghetto and become
assimilated as hundreds of thousands of Jews entered what
had been the closed worlds of parliaments and universities. In
1880, for example, Jews made up 10 percent of the population
of the city of Vienna, Austria, but 39 percent of its medical
students and 23 percent of its law students. A Jew could
“leave his Jewishness behind,” as the career of Benjamin Dis-
raeli, who became prime minister of Great Britain, demon-
strated. Many other Jews became successful bankers, lawyers,
scientists, scholars, journalists, and stage performers.

ANTI-SEMITISM IN THE AUSTRIAN EMPIRE AND GERMANY
These achievements represented only one side of the picture,
however. In Austrian politics, for example, the Christian
Socialists combined agitation for workers with a virulent anti-
Semitism. They were most powerful in Vienna, where they
were led by Karl Lueger (LOO-gur), mayor of Vienna from
1897 to 1910. Imperial Vienna at the turn of the century was
a brilliant center of European culture, but it was also the
home of an insidious German nationalism that blamed Jews
for the corruption of German culture. It was in Vienna
between 1907 and 1913 that Adolf Hitler later claimed to have
found his worldview, one that was largely based on violent
German nationalism and rabid anti-Semitism.

Germany, too, had its right-wing anti-Semitic parties,
such as Adolf Stocker’s Christian Social Workers. These par-
ties used anti-Semitism to win the votes of traditional lower-
middle-class groups who felt threatened by the new economic
forces of the times. These German anti-Semitic parties were
based on race. In medieval times, Jews could convert to Chris-
tianity and escape from their religion. To modern racial anti-
Semites, Jews were racially stained; this could not be altered
by conversion. One could not be both a German and a Jew.
Hermann Ahlwardt (HER-mahn AHL-vart), an anti-Semitic
member of the German Reichstag, made this clear in a speech
to that body:

The Jew is no German.... A Jew who was born in Germany
does not thereby become a German; he is still a Jew. There-
fore it is imperative that we realize that Jewish racial charac-
teristics differ so greatly from ours that a common life of Jews
and Germans under the same laws is quite impossible because
the Germans will perish.'

After 1898, the political strength of the German anti-Semitic
parties began to decline,

PERSECUTION OF JEWS IN EASTERN EUROPE The worst
treatment of Jews in the last two decades of the nineteenth
century and the first decade of the twentieth occurred in east-
ern Europe, where 72 percent of the entire world Jewish pop-
ulation lived. Russian Jews were admitted to secondary
schools and universities only under a quota system and were
forced to live in certain regions of the country. Persecutions
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and pogroms (organized massacres) were widespread.
Between 1903 and 1906, pogroms took place in almost seven
hundred Russian towns and villages, mostly in Ukraine. Hun-
dreds of thousands of Jews decided to emigrate to escape the
persecution. Between 1881 and 1899, an average of 23,000
Jews left Russia each year. Many of them went to the United
States and Canada, although some (probably about 25,000)
moved to Palestine, which soon became the focus for a Jewish
nationalist movement called Zionism.

THE ZIONIST MOVEMENT The emancipation of the nine-
teenth century had presented vast opportunities for some
Jews but dilemmas for others. Did emancipation mean full
assimilation, and did assimilation mean the disruption of
traditional Jewish life? Many Jews paid the price willingly,
but others advocated
a different answer, a
return to Palestine.
For many Jews, Pal-
estine, the land of

ancient Israel, had
1 4 long been the land
Vedterrunen Sea /' S\ “ % of their dreams.
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§ EGYPT h‘%"\%ﬁ- g \-.J tionalist ideas spread,

g i 'bﬁl\"{-\- y . the idea of national in-

Palastiria dependence captured

the imagination of
some Jews. A key figure in the growth of political Zionism
was Theodor Herzl (TAY-oh-dor HAYRT-sul) (1860-1904).
In 1896, he published a book called The Jewish State (see the
box on p. 740) in which he maintained that “the Jews who
wish it will have their state.”” Financial support for the devel-
opment of settlements in Palestine came from wealthy Jewish
banking families who wanted a refuge in Palestine for perse-
cuted Jews. Establishing settlements was difficult, though,
because Palestine was then part of the Ottoman Empire and
Ottoman authorities were opposed to Jewish immigration. In
1891, one Jewish essayist pointed to the problems this would
create:

We abroad are accustomed to believe that Erez lIsrael [the
land of Israel] is almost totally desolate at present ... but
in reality it is not so.... Arabs, especially those in towns,
see and understand our activities and aims in the country
but keep quiet and pretend as if they did not know,...
and they try to exploit us, too, and profit from the new
guests while laughing at us in their hearts. But if the time
comes and our people make such progress as to dis-
place the people of the country ... they will not lightly
surrender the place."

Despite the warnings, however, the First Zionist Congress,
which met in Switzerland in 1897, proclaimed as its aim the
creation of a “home in Palestine secured by public law” for
the Jewish people. One thousand Jews migrated to Palestine
in 1901, and the number rose to three thousand annually
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between 1904 and 1914; but on the eve of World War I, the
Zionist dream remained just that.

The Transformation of Liberalism:
Great Britain and Italy

In dealing with the problems created by the new mass poli-
tics, liberal governments often followed policies that under-
mined the basic tenets of liberalism. This was particularly
true in Great Britain and Irtaly.

GREAT BRITAIN In Britain, the demands of the working-class
movement caused Liberals to move away from their ideals.
Liberals were forced to adopt significant social reforms due to
the pressure of two new working-class organizations: trade
unions and the Labour Party. Frustrated by the government’s
failure to enact social reform, trade unions began to advocate
more radical change of the economic system, calling for “col-
lective ownership and control over production, distribution,
and exchange.” This "new unionism’ also led to the union
organization of many steel factory workers and to new con-
frontations in the streets of London as British workers struck
for a minimum wage and other benefits.

At the same time, a movement for laborers emerged
among a group of intellectuals known as the Fabian Socialists
who stressed the need for the workers to use their right to
vote to capture the House of Commons and pass legislation
that would benefit the laboring class. Neither the Fabian
Socialists nor the British trade unions were Marxist. They did
not advocate class struggle and revolution but instead favored
evolution toward a socialist state by democratic means. In
1900, representatives of the trade unions and Fabian Socialists
coalesced to form the Labour Party. Although the new party
won only one seat in 1900, it managed to elect twenty-nine
members to the House of Commons in 1906.

The Liberals, who gained control of the House of Com-
mons in that year and held the government from 1906 to
1914, perceived that they would have to enact a program of
social welfare or lose the support of the workers. The policy
of reform was especially advanced by David Lloyd George
(1863-1945), a brilliant orator from Wales who had been
deeply moved by the misery of Welsh coal miners and
served as chancellor of the Exchequer from 1908 to 1915.
The Liberals abandoned the classic principles of laissez-faire
and voted for a series of social reforms. The National Insur-
ance Act of 1911 provided benefits for workers in case of
sickness and unemployment, to be paid for by compulsory
contributions from workers, employers, and the state. Addi-
tional legislation provided a small pension for retirees over
seventy and compensation for workers injured on the job.
To pay for the new program, Lloyd George increased the
tax burden on the wealthy classes. Though both the benefits
of the program and the tax increases were modest, they
were the first hesitant steps toward the future British welfare
state. Liberalism, which had been based on the principle that
the government that governs least governs best, had been
transformed.
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The Voice of Zionism: Theodor Herzl and the Jewish State

THE AUSTRIAN JEWISH JOURNALIST Theodor Herzl wrote The
Jewish State in the summer of 1895 in Paris while he was
covering the Dreyfus case for his Vienna newspaper. During
several weeks of feverish composition, he set out to analyze
the fundamental causes of anti-Semitism and devise a
solution to the "Jewish problem.” In this selection, he
discusses two of his major conclusions.

] - IM'he Io rels Qfvd
1e0dor Herzl, I ne Jewish SLaie

I do not intend to arouse sympathetic emotions on our
behalf. That would be a foolish, futile, and undignified
proceeding. I shall content myself with putting the following
questions to the Jews: Is it true that, in countries where we
live in perceptible numbers, the position of Jewish lawyers,
doctors, technicians, teachers, and employees of all
descriptions becomes daily more intolerable? True, that the
Jewish middle classes are seriously threatened? True, that the
passions of the mob are incited against our wealthy people?
True, that our poor endure greater sufferings than any other
proletariat?

I think that this external pressure makes itself felt
everywhere. In our economically upper classes it causes
discomfort, in our middle classes continual and grave
anxieties, in our lower classes absolute despair.

Everything tends, in fact, to one and the same conclusion,
which is clearly enunciated in that classic Berlin phrase:
“Juden raus!™ (Out with the Jews!)

I shall now put the Jewish Question in the curtest possible
form: Are we to “get out” now? And if so, to what place?

Or, may we yet remain? And if so, how long?

Let us first settle the point of staying where we are. Can
we hope for better days, can we possess our souls in patience,
can we wait in pious resignation till the princes and peoples
of this earth are more mercifully disposed toward us? I say
that we cannot hope for a change in the current of feeling.
And why not? Were we as near to the hearts of princes as are
their other subjects, even so they could not protect us. They
would only feed popular hatred of Jews by showing us too

much favor, By “too much,” I really mean less than is
claimed as a right by every ordinary citizen, or by every race.
The nations in whose midst Jews live are all, either covertly
or openly, Anti-Semitic. . ..

The whole plan is in its essence perfectly simple, as it must
necessarily be if it is to come within the comprehension of all.
Let the sovereignty be granted us over a portion of the
globe large enough to satisfy the rightful requirements of a

nation; the rest we shall manage for ourselves.

The creation of a new State is neither ridiculous nor
impossible. We have in our day witnessed the process in
connection with nations which were not in the bulk of the
middle class, but poorer, less educated, and consequently
weaker than ourselves. The Governments of all countries
scourged by Anti-Semitism will be keenly interested in
assisting us to obtain the sovereignty we want....

Palestine is our ever-memorable historic home. The very
name of Palestine would attract our people with a force of
marvelous potency. Supposing his Majesty the Sultan were to
give us Palestine, we could in return undertake to regulate
the whole finances of Turkey. We should there form a
portion of the rampart of Europe against Asia, an outpost of
civilization as opposed to barbarism. We should as a neutral
State remain in contact with all Europe, which would have to
guarantee our existence. The sanctuaries of Christendom
would be safeguarded by assigning to them an extra-territorial
status such as is well known to the law of nations. We should
form a guard of honor about these sanctuaries, answering for
the fulfillment of this duty with our existence. This guard of
honor would be the great symbol of the solution of the
Jewish Question after eighteen centuries of Jewish suffering.

What forces in European society came together to
intensify anti-Semitism in the late nineteenth century?
What was the relationship between nationalism and
Zionism at this time? Was Herzl's Zionism simply a
reaction to Western anti-Semitism, or did other
developments also contribute to his movement?

Source: From Theodor Herzl, The Jewish State. Trans. Sylvia d'Avigdor. 3rd edition (New York: Federation of American Zionists, 1917), pp. 7-8, 11, 12.

In the effort to achieve social reform, Lloyd George was
also forced to confront the power of the House of Lords.
Composed of hereditary aristocrats, the House of Lords took
a strong stance against Lloyd George’s effort to pay for social
reform measures by taxes, however modest, on the wealthy.
In 1911, the Liberals pushed through a law that restricted the
ability of the House of Lords to impede legislation enacted by
the House of Commons. After 1911, the House of Lords
became largely a debating society.

The Liberals also tried to solve the Irish problem (see
Chapter 23). Parliament finally granted home rule in 1914,

but the explosive situation in Ireland itself created more
problems. Irish Protestants in northern Ireland, especially in
the province of Ulster, wanted no part of an Irish Catholic
state. The outbreak of World War | enabled the British
government to sidestep the potentially explosive issue and
to suspend Irish home rule for the duration of the war. Fail-
ure to deal decisively with the issue simply led to more
problems later.

ITALY Liberals had even greater problems in Italy. A certain
amount of stability was achieved from 1903 to 1914 when the
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liberal leader Giovanni Giolitti (joh-VAHN-nee joh-LEE-
tee) served intermittently as prime minister. Giolitti was a
master of using trasformismo, or transformism, a system in
which old political groups were transformed into new govern-
ment coalitions by political and economic bribery. In the long
run, however, Giolitti's devious methods made Italian politics
even more corrupt and unmanageable. When urban workers
turned to violence to protest their living and working condi-
tions, Giolitti tried to appease them with social welfare legisla-
tion and universal male suffrage in 1912. To strengthen his
popularity, he also aroused nationalistic passions by conquer-
ing Libya. Despite his efforts, however, worker unrest contin-
ued, and in 1914 government troops had to be used to quell
rioting workers.

France: Travails of the Third Republic

In the 1890s, the fragile Third Republic experienced yet
another crisis, which was also evidence of the renewed anti-
Semitism in Europe in the late nineteenth century. Early in
1895, Alfred Dreyfus (DRY-fuss), a Jew and a captain in the
French general staff, was found guilty by a secret military
court of selling army secrets and condemned to life imprison-
ment on Devil’s Island. Evidence soon emerged that pointed
to his innocence. Another officer, a Catholic aristocrat, was
more obviously the traitor, but the army, a stronghold of aris-
tocratic and Catholic officers, refused a new trial. Some right-
wing journalists even used the case to push their own anti-Se-
mitic views. After a wave of intense public outrage, however,
the Republic's leaders insisted on a new rtrial. Although the
new trial failed to set aside the guilty verdict, the government
pardoned Dreyfus in 1899, and in 1906, he was finally fully
exonerated.

The impact of the Dreyfus affair extended beyond France.
It convinced Theodor Herzl, who covered the trial for a Vien-
nese newspaper, that assimilation did not protect Jews from
anti-Semitism. As a result, as we have seen, he came to advo-
cate that Jews needed a country of their own, leading to the
Zionist movement,

In France itself, the Dreyfus affair led to a change in gov-
ernment. Moderate republicans lost control to radical republi-
cans who were determined to make greater progress toward
a more democratic society by breaking the power of the
Republic’s enemies, especially the army and the Catholic
Church. The army was purged of all high-ranking officers
who had antirepublican reputations. Most of the Catholic reli-
gious orders that had controlled many French schools were
forced to leave France. Moreover, church and state were offi-
cially separated in 1905, and during the next two years, the
government seized church property and stopped paying
clerical salaries.

These changes ended the political threat from the right
to the Third Republic, which by now commanded the loy-
alty of most French people. Nevertheless, problems
remained. As a nation of small businessmen and farmers,
the French lagged far behind Great Britain, Germany, and
the United States in industrial activity. Moreover, a surge of
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industrialization after 1896 left the nation with the realiza-
tion that little had been done to appease the discontent of
the French working classes and their abysmal working con-
ditions. Since only a quarter of French wage earners worked
in industry, the French parliament felt little pressure to
enact labor legislation. This made the use of strikes more
appealing to the working classes. The brutal government
repression of labor walkouts in 1911 only further alienated
the working classes.

Growing Tensions in Germany

The new imperial Germany begun by Bismarck in 1871 contin-
ued as an “authoritarian, conservative, military-bureaucratic
power state”’ during the reign of Emperor William 1T (1888—
1918). Unstable and aggressive, the emperor was inclined to
tactless remarks, as when he told the soldiers of a Berlin regi-
ment that they must be prepared to shoot their fathers and
mothers if he ordered them to do so. A small group of about
twenty powerful men joined William in setting government
policy.

By 1914, Germany had become the strongest military and
industrial power on the Continent. New social configurations
had emerged as more than 50 percent of German workers
had jobs in industry while only 30 percent of the workforce
was still in agriculture. Urban centers had mushroomed in
number and size. The rapid changes in William's Germany
helped produce a society torn between modernization and
traditionalism.

The growth of industrialization led to even greater expan-
sion for the Social Democratic Party. Despite the enactment
of new welfare legislation to favor the working classes,
William II was no more successful than Bismarck at slowing
the growth of the Social Democrats. By 1912, it had become
the largest single party in the Reichstag. At the same time, the
party increasingly became less revolutionary and more revi-
sionist in its outlook. Nevertheless, its growth frightened the
middle and upper classes, who blamed labor for their own
problems.

With the expansion of industry and cities came demands
for more political participation and growing sentiment for
reforms that would produce greater democratization. Con-
servative forces, especially the landowning nobility and repre-
sentatives of heavy industry, two of the powerful ruling
groups in Germany, tried to block it by supporting William
II's activist foreign policy (see “New Directions and New Cri-
ses” later in this chapter). Expansionism, they believed, would
divert people from further democratization.

The tensions in German society created by the conflict
between modernization and traditionalism were also mani-
fested in a new, radicalized, right-wing politics. A number of
pressure groups arose to support nationalistic goals. Groups
such as the Pan-German League stressed strong German
nationalism and advocated imperialism as a tool to overcome
social divisions and unite all classes. They were also anti-
Semitic and denounced Jews as the destroyers of the national
community.
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Austria-Hungary: The Problem of the
Nationalities

At the beginning of the 1890s, Austria-Hungary was still
troubled by the problem of its numerous nationalities (see
Chapter 23). The granting of universal male suffrage in 1907
served only to exacerbate the problem because nationalities
that had played no role in the government now agitated in
the parliament for autonomy. This led prime ministers after
1900 to ignore the parliament and rely increasingly on impe-
rial emergency decrees to govern. Parliament itself became a
bizarre forum in which, in the words of one incredulous ob-
server, "‘about a score of men, all decently clad, were seated
or standing, each at his little desk. Some made an infernal
noise violently opening and shutting the lids of their desks.
Others emitted a blaring sound from little toy trumpets;. ..
still others beat snare drums.”'®

The threat the nationalities posed to the position of
the dominant German minority in Austria also produced a
backlash in the form of virulent German nationalism. As
Austria industrialized in the 1870s and 1880s, two working-
class parties came into existence, both strongly influenced
by nationalism. The Social Democrats, although a Marxist
party, supported the Austrian government, fear-
ful that the autonomy of the different national-

in economic development, Witte pushed the government to-
ward a program of massive railroad construction. By 1900,
some 35,000 miles of railroads had been built, including large
parts of the 5,000-mile trans-Siberian line between Moscow
and Vladivostok, on the Pacific Ocean. Witte also encouraged
a system of protective tariffs to help Russian industry and per-
suaded Tsar Nicholas II (1894-1917) that foreign capital was
essential for rapid industrial development, Witte’s program
made possible the rapid growth of a modern steel and coal
industry in Ukraine, making Russia by 1900 the fourth-largest
producer of steel behind the United States, Germany, and
Great Britain.

With industrialization came factories, an industrial work-
ing class, industrial suburbs around Saint Petersburg and
Moscow, and the pitiful working and living conditions that
accompanied the beginnings of industrialization everywhere.
Socialist thought and socialist parties developed, although
repression in Russia soon forced them to go underground
and become revolutionary. The Marxist Social Democratic
Party, for example, held its first congress in Minsk in 1898,
but the arrest of its leaders caused the next one to be held in
Brussels in 1903, attended by Russian émigrés. The Social
Revolurionaries worked to overthrow the tsarist autocracy

ities would hinder industrial development and
prevent improvements for workers. Even more
nationalistic, however, were the Christian Social-
ists, who, as we have seen, combined agitation
for workers with a virulent anti-Semitism.

While subjugating their nationalities, the rul-
ing Magyars in Hungary developed a movement
for complete separation from Austria. In 1903,
when they demanded that the Hungarian army
be separated from the imperial army, Emperor
Francis Joseph (as king of Hungary) responded
quickly and forcefully. He threatened to impose
universal male suffrage on Hungary, a move that
would challenge Magyar domination of the
minorities. Hungarian leaders fell into line, and
the new Hungarian parliamentary leader, Count
Istvén Tisza (ISHT-vun TISS-ah), cooperated in
maintaining the Dual Monarchy. Magyar rule in
Hungary, he realized, was inextricably bound up
with the Dual Monarchy; its death would only
harm the rule of the Magyar landowning class.

Industrialization and
Revolution in Imperial Russia

Starting in the 1890s, Russia experienced a mas-
sive surge of state-sponsored industrialism under
the guiding hand of Sergei Witte (syir-GYAY
VIT-uh) (1849-1915), the minister for finance
from 1892 to 1903. Count Witte saw industrial
growth as crucial to Russia's national strength.
Believing that railroads were a powerful weapon

Nicholas Il. The last tsar of Russia hoped to preserve the traditional autocratic ways
of his predecessors. In this photograph, Nicholas II and his wife, Alexandra, are shown
in 1913 with their family at the Kremlin at the celebration of the three-hundredth
anniversary of the founding of the Romanov dynasty.
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and establish peasant socialism. Having no other outlet for
their opposition to the regime, they advocated political terror-
ism and attempted to assassinate government officials and
members of the ruling dynasty. The growing opposition to
the tsarist regime finally exploded into revolution in 1905,

THE REVOLUTION OF 1905 As had happened elsewhere in
Europe in the nineteenth century, defeat in war led to politi-
cal upheaval at home. Russia’s territorial expansion to the
south and east, especially its designs on northern Korea, led
to a confrontation with Japan. Japan made a surprise attack on
the Russian eastern fleet at Port Arthur on February 8, 1904.
In response, Russia sent its Baltic fleet halfway around the
world to the East, only to be defeated by the new Japanese
navy at Tsushima (TSOO-shee-mah) Strait off the coast of
Japan. Much to the astonishment of many Europeans, who
could not believe that an Asian state was militarily superior to
a great European power, the Russians admitted defeat and
sued for peace in 1905.

In the midst of the war, the growing discontent of
increased numbers of Russians rapidly led to upheaval. A
middle class of business and professional people longed for
liberal institutions and a liberal political system. National-
ities were dissatisfied with their domination by an ethnic
Russian population that constituted only 40 percent of the
empire’s total population. Peasants were still suffering from
lack of land, and laborers felt oppressed by their working
and living conditions in Russia’s large cities. The breakdown
of the transport system caused by the Russo-Japanese War
led to food shortages in the major cities of Russia. As a
result, on January 9, 1905, a massive procession of workers
went to the Winter Palace in Saint Petersburg to present a
petition of grievances to the tsar. Troops foolishly opened
fire on the peaceful demonstration, killing hundreds and
launching a revolution (see the box on p. 744). This
“Bloody Sunday” incited workers to call strikes and form
unions; meanwhile, zemstvos demanded parliamentary gov-
ernment, ethnic groups revolted, and peasants burned the
houses of landowners. After a general strike in October
1905, the government capitulated. Nicholas II issued the Oc-
tober Manifesto, in which he granted civil liberties and
agreed to create a legislative assembly known as the Duma
(DOO-mubh), elected directly by a broad franchise. This sat-
isfied the middle-class moderates, who now supported the
government’s repression of a workers’ uprising in Moscow
at the end of 1905.

FAILURE OF THE REVOLUTION But real constitutional mon-
archy proved short-lived. Under Peter Stolypin (stuh-LIP-
yin), who served as the tsar's chief adviser from late 1906
until his assassination in 1911, important agrarian reforms
dissolved the village ownership of land and opened the door
to private ownership by enterprising peasants. Nicholas II,
however, was no friend of reform. Already by 1907, the tsar
had curtailed the power of the Duma, and after Stolypin's
murder, he fell back on the army and bureaucracy to rule
Russia.
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CHRONOLOGY Politics, 1894-1914

Reign of Emperor William |1

1888-1918
Reign of Tsar Nicholas |l 1894-1917
Dreyfus affair in France 1895-1899
Theodor Herzl, The Jewish State 1896
Austrian Christian Socialists under Karl Lueger 1897-1910
First congress of Social Democratic Party in Russia 1898
Beginning of the Progressive Era in the United States 1900
Formarion of Labour Party in Britain 1900
Pankhursts establish Women's Social and Political 1903

Union

Ministries of Giovanni Giolitti in Italy 1903-1914
Russo-Japanese War 1904-1905
Revolution in Russia 1905
National Insurance Act in Britain 1911
Universal male suffrage in Italy 1912
Social Democratic Party becomes largest party in 1912

Germany

The Rise of the United States

Between 1860 and 1914, the United States made the shift from
an agrarian to a mighty industrial nation. American heavy
industry stood unchallenged in 1900. In that year, the Carne-
gie Steel Company alone produced more steel than Great
Britain's entire steel industry. Industrialization also led to
urbanization. While established cities, such as New York, Phil-
adelphia, and Boston, grew even larger, other moderate-size
cities, such as Pittsburgh, grew by leaps and bounds because
of industrialization. Whereas 20 percent of Americans lived in
cities in 1860, over 40 percent did in 1900. Four-fifths of the
population growth in cities came from migration. Eight to 10
million Americans moved from rural areas into the cities, and
14 million foreigners came from abroad.

The United States had become the world’s richest nation
and greatest industrial power. Yet serious questions remained
about the quality of American life. In 1890, the richest 9 per-
cent of Americans owned an incredible 71 percent of all the
wealth. Labor unrest over unsafe working conditions, strict
work discipline, and periodic cycles of devastating unemploy-
ment led workers to organize. By the turn of the century, one
national organization, the American Federation of Labor,
emerged as labor's dominant voice. Its lack of real power,
however, was reflected in its membership figures. In 1900, it
included only 8.4 percent of the American industrial labor
force.

During the so-called Progressive Era after 1900, an age of
reform swept across the United States. State governments
enacted economic and social legislation, such as laws that gov-
erned hours, wages, and working conditions, especially for
women and children. The realization that state laws were
ineffective in dealing with nationwide problems, however, led
to a Progressive movement at the national level. The Meat
Inspection Act (1906) and Pure Food and Drug Act (1905)
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Bloody Sunday

ON JANUARY 9, 1905, A MASSIVE PROCESSION of workers led by
a Russian Orthodox priest loyal to the tsar, Father Gregory
Gapon, carried pictures of the tsar and a petition to present
to him at his imperial palace in Saint Petersburg. Although
the tsar was not even there, government officials ordered
troops to fire on the crowd. This account is by the leader of
the procession, Father Gapon.

An Account of Bloody Sunday

We were not more than thirty yards from the soldiers, being
separated from them only by the bridge over the
Tarakanovskii Canal, which here marks the border of the city,
when suddenly, without any warning and without a
moment's delay, was heard the dry crack of many rifleshots. |
was informed later on that a bugle was blown, but we could
not hear it above the singing, and even if we had heard it we
should not have known what it meant.

Vasiliev, with whom I was walking hand in hand, suddenly
left hold of my arm and sank upon the snow. One of the
workmen who carried the banners fell also. Immediately one
of the two police officers to whom I had referred shouted
out, “What are you doing? How dare you fire upon the
portrait of the Tsar?”" This, of course, had no effect, and both
he and the other officer were shot down—as I learned
afterwards, one was killed and the other dangerously
wounded.

I turned rapidly to the crowd and shouted to them to lie
down, and I also stretched myself out upon the ground. As
we lay thus another volley was fired, and another, and yet
another, till it seemed as though the shooting was
continuous. The crowd first kneeled and then lay flat down,
hiding their heads from the rain of bullets, while the rear

Source: From George Gapon, The Story of My Life (New York: Dutton, 1906), pp. 182-85.

provided for a limited degree of federal regulation of corrupt
industrial practices. The presidency of Woodrow Wilson
(1913-1921) witnessed the enactment of a graduated federal
income tax and the establishment of the Federal Reserve Sys-
tem, which permitted the federal government to play a role
in important economic decisions formerly made by bankers.
Like European nations, the United States was slowly adopting
policies that extended the functions of the

i N S Ll

rows of the procession began to run away. The smoke of the
fire lay before us like a thin cloud, and I felt it stiflingly in my
throat. An old man named Lavrentiev, who was carrying the
Tsar's portrait, had been one of the first victims. Another old
man caught the portrait as it fell from his hands and carried it
tll he too was killed by the next volley. With his last gasp the
old man said, “I may die, but I will see the Tsar.” One of the
banner-carriers had his arm broken by a bullet. A little boy of
ten years, who was carrying a church lantern, fell pierced by a
bullet, bur still held the lantern tightly and tried to rise again,
when another shot struck him down. Both the smiths who
had guarded me were killed, as well as all those who were
carrying the icons and banners; and all these emblems now
lay scattered on the snow.. ..

Horror crept into my heart. The thought flashed through
my mind, “And this is the work of our Little Father, the
Tsar.” Perhaps this anger saved me, for now I knew in very
truth that a new chapter was opened in the book of the
history of our people. I stood up, and a little group of
workmen gathered round me again. Looking backward, I saw
that our line, though still stretching away into the distance,
was broken and that many of the people were fleeing. It was
in vain that I called to them, and in a moment I stood there,
the center of a few scores of men, trembling with indignation
amid the broken ruins of our movement.

What may have led the troops to fire on the
demonstrators? According to this selection, who was
responsible for the shooting? Was the author justified
in holding them responsible? Why or why not? What
impact, if any, might the violence of 1905 have had on
the events of 19177

the following year, Canada stretched from the Atlantic to the
Pacific.

Real unity was difficult to achieve, however, because of
the distrust between the English-speaking majority and the
French-speaking Canadians, living primarily in Quebec. Wilfred
Laurier (LOR-ee-ay) (1841-1919), who became the first
French Canadian prime minister in 1896, was able to reconcile

the two groups. During his

state.

The Growth of Canada

Canada faced problems of national unity at
the end of the nineteenth century. In 1870,
the Dominion of Canada had four provin-
ces: Quebec, Ontario, Nova Scotia, and
New Brunswick. With the addition of two
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The New Imperialism

FOCUS QUESTION: What were the causes of the new
. imperialism that took place after 1880, and what effects
did European imperialism have on Africa and Asia?

In the 1880s, European states embarked on an intense scram-
ble for overseas territory. This “new imperialism,” as some
have called it, led Europeans to carve up Asia and Africa.
What explains the mad scramble for colonies after 1880?

Causes of the New Imperialism

The existence of competitive nation-states and growing
nationalism after 1870 was undoubtedly a major determinant
in the growth of the new imperialism. As European affairs
grew tense, heightened competition spurred European states
to acquire colonies abroad that provided ports and coaling sta-
tions for their navies. Great Britain, for example, often
expanded into new regions not for economic reasons but to
keep the French, Germans, or Russians from setting up bases
that could harm British interests. Colonies were also a source
of international prestige. Once the scramble for colonies
began, failure to enter the race was perceived as a sign of
weakness, totally unacceptable to an aspiring great power. As
a British foreign minister wrote, “When I left the Foreign
Office in 1880, nobody thought about Africa. When I returned
to it in 1885, the nations of Europe were almost quarreling
with each other as to the various portions of Africa which
they should obtain.”'” Late-nineteenth-century imperialism
was closely tied to nationalism.

Patriotic fervor was often used to arouse interest in imperi-
alism. Schools used maps of colonial territories in teaching ge-
ography. Newspapers and magazines often featured soldiers’
letters that made imperialism seem a heroic adventure on
behalf of one’s country. Volunteer groups, such as geographic
societies and naval leagues, fostered enthusiasm for imperial
adventures. Plays were even written to excite people about
expansion abroad.

THE ROLE OF SOCIAL DARWINISM AND RACISM Imperial-
ism was also tied to social Darwinism and racism. As noted
earlier, social Darwinists believed that in the struggle between
nations, the fit are victorious and survive. Superior races must
dominate inferior races by military force to show how strong
and virile they are. As British professor of mathematics Karl
Pearson argued in 1900, “The path of progress is strewn with
the wrecks of nations; traces are everywhere to be seen of the
[slaughtered remains] of inferior races. ... Yet these dead peo-
ple are, in very truth, the stepping stones on which mankind
has arisen to the higher intellectual and deeper emotional life
of today.”'® Others were equally blunt. One Englishman
wrote, “To the development of the White Man, the Black
Man and the Yellow must ever remain inferior, and as the for-
mer raised itself higher and yet higher, so did these latter
seem to shrink out of humanity and appear nearer and nearer
to the brutes.”"”

The first step rowards lightening
3! ;]
I'hne White Man's Burden
is through teaching the virtues ‘of cleanliness, g
Pears’ Soa
£
=
is a potent factor in brightening the dark comers of the earth as civili- E
zation advances, while amongst the cultured of all nations it holds the =
highest place—it is the ideal toilet soap. 2
@

Soap and the White Man's Burden. The concept of the “white
man's burden” included the belief that the superiority of their
civilization obligated Europeans to impose their practices on supposedly
primitive nonwhites. This advertisement for Pears' Soap clearly
communicates the Europeans’ view of their responsibility toward other
peoples.

RELIGIOUS MOTIVES Some Europeans took a more religious
or humanitarian approach to imperialism, arguing that Euro-
peans had a moral responsibility to civilize ignorant peoples.
This notion of the “white man’s burden” (see the box on p.
746) helped at least the more idealistic individuals rationalize
imperialism in their own minds. One British official declared
that the British Empire “was under Providence, the greatest
instrument for good that the world has seen.” Thousands of
Catholic and Protestant missionaries went abroad to seek con-
verts to their faith. Nevertheless, the belief that the superior-
ity of their civilization obligated them to impose modern
industries and new medicines on supposedly primitive non-
whites was yet another form of racism.

THE ECONOMIC MOTIVE Some historians have emphasized
an economic motivation for imperialism. There was a great
demand for natural resources and products not found in
Western countries, such as rubber, oil, and tin. Instead of just
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OPPOSING x VIEWPOINTS

White Man's Burden Versus Black Man’s Burden

ONE OF THE JUSTIFICATIONS FOR EUROPEAN imperialism was the
notion that superior white peoples had a moral obligation to
raise ignorant native peoples to a higher level of civilization.
The British poet Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936) captured this
notion in his poem The White Man's Burden. The Western
attempt to justify imperialism on the basis of moral
responsibility, evident in Kipling's poem, was often
hypocritical. Edward Morel, a British journalist who spent
time in the Congo, pointed out the destructive effects of
Western imperialism on Africans in his book The Black Man’s
Burden.

udyard Kaphing, The White Man’s Burden

Take up the White Man's burden—
Send forth the best ye breed—

Go bind your sons to exile

to serve your captives’ needs;

To wait in heavy harness,

On fluttered folk and wild—

Your new-caught sullen peoples,
Half-devil and half-child.

Take up the White Man's burden—
In patience to abide,

To veil the threat of terror

And check the show of pride;

By open speech and simple,

An hundred times made plain

To seek another’s profit,

And work another’s gain.

Take up the White Man's burden—
The savage wars of peace—

Fill full the mouth of Famine

And bid the sickness cease;

And when your goal is nearest

The end for others sought,

Watch sloth and heathen Folly
Bring all your hopes to nought.

Take up the White Man’s burden—
No tawdry rule of kings,

But toil of serf and sweeper—

The tale of common things.

The ports ye shall not enter,

The roads ye shall not tread,

Go mark them with your living,
And mark them with your dead.

Take up the White Man’s burden—
And reap his old reward:
The blame of those ye better,

The hate of those ye guard—

The cry of hosts ye humour

(Ah, slowly!) toward the light—
“Why brought ye us from bondage,
Our loved Egyptian night?"

Take up the White Man’s burden—
Ye dare not stoop to less—

Nor call too loud on Freedom

To cloak your weariness;

By all ye cry or whisper,

By all you leave or do,

The silent, sullen peoples

Shall weigh your gods and you.

Take up the White Man's burden—
Have done with childish days—

The lightly proferred laurel,

The easy, ungrudged praise.

Comes now, to search your manhood
Through all the thankless years,

Cold, edged with dear-bought wisdom,
The judgment of your peers!

o | m 1 ol | nl \ » ]
Edward Morel, The Black Man’s Burden

It is [the Africans] who carry the “Black man’s burden.” They
have not withered away before the white man’s occupation.
Indeed ... Africa has ultimately absorbed within itself every
Caucasian and, for that matter, every Semitic invader, too. In
hewing out for himself a fixed abode in Africa, the white man
has massacred the African in heaps. The African has survived,
and it is well for the white settlers that he has. . ..

What the partial occupation of his soil by the white
man has failed to do; what the mapping out of European
political “spheres of influence” has failed to do; what the
Maxim [machine gun] and the rifle, the slave gang, labor
in the bowels of the earth and the lash, have failed to do;
what imported measles, smallpox and syphilis have failed
to do; whatever the overseas slave trade failed to do; the
power of modern capitalistic exploitation, assisted by
modern engines of destruction, may yet succeed in
accomplishing.

For from the evils of the latter, scientifically applied and
enforced, there is no escape for the African. Its destructive
effects are not spasmodic: they are permanent, In its
permanence resides its fatal consequences. It kills not the
body merely, but the soul. It breaks the spirit. It attacks the
African at every turn, from every point of vantage. It wrecks
his polity, uproots him from the land, invades his family life,
destroys his natural pursuits and occupations, claims his
whole time, enslaves him in his own home. . ..

(continued)
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(Opposing Viewpoints continued)

In Africa, especially in tropical Africa, which a capitalistic
imperialism threatens and has, in part, already devastated,
man is incapable of reacting against unnatural conditions. In
those regions man is engaged in a perpetual struggle against
disease and an exhausting climate, which tells heavily upon
childbearing; and there is no scientific machinery for saving
the weaker members of the community, The African of the
tropics is capable of tremendous physical labors. But he
cannot accommodate himself to the European system of
monotonous, uninterrupted labor, with its long and regular
hours, involving, moreover, as it frequently does, severance
from natural surroundings and nostalgia, the condition of
melancholy resulting from separation from home, a malady
to which the African is specially prone. Climatic conditions
forbid it. When the system is forced upon him, the tropical
African droops and dies.

Nor is violent physical opposition to abuse and injustice
henceforth possible for the African in any part of Africa. His
chances of effective resistance have been steadily dwindling

with the increasing perfectibility in the killing power of
modern armament. . . .

Thus, the African is really helpless against the material
gods of the white man, as embodied in the trinity of
imperialism, capitalistic exploitation, and militarism. . ..

To reduce all the varied and picturesque and stimulating
episodes in savage life to a dull routine of endless toil for
uncomprehended ends, to dislocate social ties and disrupt
social institutions; to stifle nascent desires and erush mental
development; to graft upon primitive passions the
annihilating evils of scientific slavery, and the bestial
imaginings of civilized man, unrestrained by convention or
law; in fine, to kill the soul in a people—this is a crime which
transcends physical murder.

What arguments did Kipling make to justify European
expansion in Africa and Asia? How does the selection
by Edward Morel challenge or undermine Kipling's
beliefs?

Sources: Rudyard Kipling, The White Man's Burden. From Rudyard Kipling's Verse (Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1919}, pp. 371-72. Edward Morel, The Black Man's Burden. From E. D. Morel, The Black
Man's Burden: The White Man in Africa from the Fifteenth Century to World War | (London: National Labour Press, 1920),

trading for these products, European investors advocated
direct control of the areas where the raw materials were
found. The large surpluses of capital that bankers and indus-
trialists were accumulating often encouraged them to seek
higher rates of profit in underdeveloped areas. All of these fac-
tors combined to create an economic imperialism whereby
European finance dominated the economic activity of a large
part of the world. This economic imperialism, however, was
not necessarily the same thing as colonial expansion. Busi-
nesses invested where it was most profitable, not necessarily
where their own countries had colonial empires. For example,
less than 10 percent of French foreign investments before
1914 went to French colonies; most of the rest went to Latin
American and European countries. Even the British had more
trade with Belgium than with all of Africa in the 1890s. It
should also be remembered that much of the colonial terri-
tory that was acquired was mere wasteland from the perspec-
tive of industrialized Europe and cost more to administer
than it produced economically. Only the search for national
prestige could justify such losses.

Followers of Karl Marx were espedially eager to argue that
imperialism was economically motivated because they associ-
ated imperialism with the ultimate demise of the capitalist sys-
tem. Marx had hinted at this argument, but it was one of his
followers, the Russian V. L. Lenin (see Chapter 25), who in
Imperialism, the Highest Stage of World Capitalism developed the
idea that capitalism leads to imperialism. According to Lenin,
as the capitalist system concentrates more wealth in ever-fewer
hands, the possibility for investment at home is exhausted, and
capitalists are forced to invest abroad, establish colonies, and
exploit small, weak nations. In his view, then, the only cure for
imperialism was the destruction of capitalism.

The Scramble for Africa

Before 1880, Europeans controlled relatively little of the Afri-
can continent. In 1875, Europeans ruled 11 percent of Africa;
by 1902, 90 percent. Earlier, when their economic interests
were more limited (in the case of Africa, primarily the slave
trade), European states had generally been satisfied to deal
with existing independent states rather than attempting to
establish direct control over vast territories. For the most
part, the Western presence in Africa had been limited to con-
trolling the regional trade network and establishing a few
footholds where the foreigners could carry on trade and mis-
sionary activity. During the last two decades of the nineteenth
century, however, the quest for colonies became a scramble
as all of the major European states engaged in a land
grab (see Map 24.1). This new imperialism employed Euro-
pean military strength and industrial technology to control
new territories, using locally trained military to carry out the
oppression of local populations.

SOUTH AFRICA During the Napoleonic wars, the British had
established themselves in South Africa by taking control of
Cape Town, originally founded by the Dutch. After the wars,
the British encouraged settlers to come to what they called
the Cape Colony. British policies disgusted the Boers
(BOORS or BORS) or Afrikaners (ah-fri-KAH-nurz), as the
descendants of the Dutch colonists were called, and in 1835
led them to migrate north on the Great Trek to the region
between the Orange and Vaal Rivers (later known as the Or-
ange Free State) and north of the Vaal River (the Transvaal).
Hostilities between the British and the Boers continued, how-
ever. In 1877, the British governor of the Cape Colony seized
the Transvaal (trans-VAHL), but a Boer revolt led the British
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colonies “from the Cape to Cairo,” all
linked by a railroad. His imperialist
ambitions led to his downfall in 1896,
however, when the British government
forced him to resign as prime minister of
the Cape Colony after he conspired to
overthrow the Boer government of the
South African Republic without British
approval. Although the British govern-
ment had hoped to avoid war with the
Boers, it could not stop extremists on
both sides from precipitating a conflict.

Possessions, 1914

- Great Britain G Germany
_ France D Portugal

- Spain

|| 1taly

THE BOER WAR The Boer War began
in 1899 and dragged on until 1902 as the
Boers proved to be an effective oppo-
nent. Due to the Boers’ use of guerrilla

D Belgium
l:l Independent

MAP 24.1 Africa in 1914. The major European powers' rush to acquire colonies was
motivated by a combination of factors: the need for ports and fueling stations for navies,
enhancement of international prestige, outlets for nationalist feelings, expression of social

Darwinism, and a desire to “civilize” non-Europeans.

government to recognize Transvaal as the independent South
African Republic. These struggles between the British and the
Boers did not prevent either white group from massacring
and subjugating the Zulu (ZOO-loo) and Xhosa (KHOH-
suh) peoples of the region.

In the 1880s, British policy in South Africa was largely
determined by Cecil Rhodes (1853-1902). Rhodes founded
both diamond and gold companies that monopolized produc-
tion of these precious commodities and enabled him to gain
control of a territory north of Transvaal that he named Rho-
desia after himself. Rhodes was a great champion of British
expansion. He said once, "If there be a God, I think what he
would like me to do is to paint as much of Africa British red
as possible.” One of his goals was to create a series of British

Of the two countries with the largest amount of territory in Africa, which one's colonies
were more geographically concentrated, and what could be the benefits of this?

tactics, the British sustained high casual-
ties and immense expenses in securing
victory. Almost 450,000 British and im-
perial forces were needed to defeat
87,000 Boers at a cost of 22,000 British
deaths. Mass newspapers in Britain
reported on the high casualties, costs,
and brutalities against Boer women and
children, causing a public outcry and arousing antiwar senti-
ment at home. Britain had won, but the cost of the Boer
War demonstrated that increased military and monetary
investment would be needed to maintain the British Empire.

British policy toward the defeated Boers was remarkably
conciliatory. Transvaal and the Orange Free State had repre-
sentative governments by 1907, and in 1910, the Union of
South Africa was created. Like Canada, Australia, and New
Zealand, it became a fully self-governing dominion within the
British Empire.

PORTUGUESE AND FRENCH POSSESSIONS Before 1880,
the only other European settlements in Africa had been made
by the French and the Portuguese. The Portuguese had held
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on to their settlements in Angola on the west coast and
Mozambique on the east coast. The French had started the
conquest of Algeria in Muslim North Africa in 1830, although
it was not until 1879 that French civilian rule was established
there. The next year, 1880, the European scramble for posses-
sion of Africa began in earnest. By 1900, the French had added
the huge area of French West Africa and Tunisia to their Afri-
can empire, In 1912, they established a protectorate over
much of Morocco; the rest was left to Spain.

OTHER BRITISH POSSESSIONS The British took an active
interest in Egypt after the Suez Canal was opened by the
French in 1869. Believing that the canal was their lifeline to
India, the British sought to control the canal area. Egypt was
a well-established state with an autonomous Muslim govern-
ment, but that did not stop the British from landing an expe-
ditionary force there in 1882. Although they claimed that
their occupation was only temporary, they soon established
a protectorate over Egypt. From Egypt, the British moved
south into the Sudan and seized it after narrowly averting a
war with France. Not to be outdone, Italy joined in the
imperialist scramble. Their humiliating defeat by the Ethio-
pians in 1896 only led the Italians to try again in 1911, when
they invaded and seized Ottoman Tripoli, which they
renamed Libya.

BELGIUM AND CENTRAL AFRICA Central Africa was also
added to the list of European colonies. Popular interest in the
forbiddingly dense tropical jungles of Central Africa was first
aroused in the 1860s and 1870s by explorers, such as the Scot-
tish missionary David Livingstone and the British-American
journalist Henry M. Stanley. But the real driving force for the
colonization of Central Africa was King Leopold 1T (1865-
1909) of Belgium, who rushed enthusiastically into the pursuit
of empire in Africa: “To open to civilization,” he said, “the
only part of our globe where it has not yet penetrated, to
pierce the darkness which envelops whole populations, is a
crusade, if I may say so, a crusade worthy of this century of
progress.” Profit, however, was far more important to Leo-
pold than progress; his treatment of the Africans was so brutal
that even other Europeans condemned his actions. In 1876,
Leopold created the International Association for the Explora-
tion and Civilization of Central Africa and engaged Henry
Stanley to establish Belgian settlements in the Congo.
Alarmed by Leopold’s actions, the French also moved into
the territory north of the Congo River.

GERMAN POSSESSIONS Between 1884 and 1900, most of
the rest of Africa was carved up by the European powers.
Germany entered the ranks of the imperialist powers at this
time, Initially, Bismarck had downplayed the significance of
colonies, but as domestic political pressures for a German
empire intensified, Bismarck became a political convert to col-
onialism (see the box on p. 750). As he expressed it, “All this
colonial business is a sham, but we need it for the elections.”
The Germans established colonies in South-West Africa, the
Cameroons, Togoland, and Tanganyika.

IMPACT ON AFRICA By 1914, Britain, France, Germany, Bel-
gium, Spain, and Portugal had carved up the entire African
continent. Only Liberia, founded by emancipated American
slaves, and Ethiopia remained free states. Despite the humani-
tarian rationalizations about the “white man's burden,” Africa
had been conquered by European states determined to create
colonial empires (see the box on p. 746). Any peoples who
dared to resist (with the exception of the Ethiopians, who
defeated the Italians) were simply devastated by the superior
military force of the Europeans. In 1898, Sudanese tribesmen
attempted to defend their independence and stop a British
expedition armed with the recently developed machine gun.
In the ensuing Battle of Omdurman (om-door-MAHN), the
Sudanese were massacred. One observer noted, “It was not a
battle but an execution. ... The bodies were not in heaps—
bodies hardly ever are; but they spread evenly over acres and
acres. Some lay very composedly with their slippers placed
under their heads for a last pillow; some knelt, cut short in
the middle of a last prayer. Others were torn to pieces.”’
The casualties at Omdurman tell the story of the one-sided
conflicts between Europeans and Africans: twenty-eight Brit-
ish deaths to 11,000 Sudanese. Military superiority was fre-
quently accompanied by brutal treatment of blacks. Nor did
Europeans hesitate to deceive the Africans to gain their way.
One South African king, Lo Bengula, informed Queen Victo-
ria about how he had been cheated:

Some time ago a party of men came to my country, the prin-
cipal one appearing to be a man called Rudd. They asked me
for a place to dig for gold, and said they would give me cer-
tain things for the right to do so. I told them to bring what
they could give and I would show them what I would give.
A document was written and presented to me for signature. [
asked what it contained, and was told that in it were my
words and the words of those men. I put my hand to it
About three months afterwards 1 heard from other sources
that I had given by that document the right to all the minerals
of my country.”'

5 CHRONOLOGY The New Imperialism: Africa

Great Trek of the Boers 1835

Opening of the Suez Canal 1869
Leopold of Belgium establishes settlements 1876
in the Congo
British seizure of Transvaal 1877
French conquest of Algeria 1879
British expeditionary force in Egypt 1882
Ethiopians defeart the ltalians 1896
Bactle of Omdurman in the Sudan 1898
Boer War 1899-1902
Union of South Africa 1910
ltalians seize Tripoli 19211
French protectorate over Morocco 1912
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Does Germany Need Colonies?

AFTER ITS UNIFICATION IN 1871, Germany sought to join the
other great European powers in establishing a colonial
empire. Among the supporters of German colonial
expansion was Friedrich Fabri, a colonial administrator in
South-West Africa, who argued that colonization would
encourage national growth and the spread of German
culture, This excerpt is from Fabri's popular book,

Does Germany Need Colonies?, published in Germany

in 1879.

Friedrich Fabri, Does Germany Need Colonies:

Above all we need to regain ample, rewarding, and reliable
sources of employment; we need new and reliable export
markets; in short we need a well-designed and firmly
implemented commercial and labor policy. Any far-reaching
and perceptive attempt to execute such a policy will
necessarily lead to the irrefutable conclusion that the German
State needs colonial possessions. . . .

For us, the colonial question is not at all a question of
political power. Whoever is guided by the desire for
expanding German power has a poor understanding of it. It is
rather a question of culture. Economic needs linked to broad
national perspectives point to practical action. In looking for
colonial possessions Germany is not prompted by the desire
for expanding its power; it wants only to fulfill a national, we
may even say a moral duty.. ..

In looking for commercial colonies the question is
WHERE? German participation seems most important in the
colonial exploitation of newly opened Central Africa. ... The
significance of Central Africa is much greater in every respect
than has been assumed since antiquity. Should not Germany
in its needs for colonies participate energetically in the
competition for this massive territory?. ..

What matters above all is to raise our understanding about
the significance and necessity of colonial possessions and
thereby forcefully arouse the will of the nation in that
direction. When we have overcome all opposition and turn to
effective action, our first attempts with their inevitable
troubles and difficulties will justify our effort. The German
nation has long experience on the oceans, is skilled in
industry and commerce, more capable than others in
agricultural colonization, and furnished with an ample
manpower like no other modern highly cultured nation.
Should it not also enter successfully upon this new venture?
The more we are convinced that the colonial question has
become now a question of life and death for Germany, the
fewer doubts we have. Well-planned and powerfully handled,
it will have the most beneficial consequences for our
economic situation, and for our entire national
development. . ..

Even more important is the consideration that a people at
the height of their political power can successfully maintain
their historic position only as long as they recognize and
prove themselves as the bearers of a cultural mission. . ..

It would be well if we Germans began to learn from the
colonial destiny of our Anglo-Saxon cousins and emulate
them in peaceful competition. When, centuries ago, the
German empire stood at the head of the European states, it
was the foremost commercial and maritime power. If the
new Germany wants to restore and preserve its traditional
powerful position in future, it will conceive of it as a cultural
mission and no longer hesitate to practice its colonizing
vocation.

@ What were Fabri's justifications for colonization?

Source: From Marvin Perry, Joseph R. Peden, and Theodore H. von Laue, Sources of the Western Tradition, vol. 2 (New York: Houghton Mifflin, 2008), pp. 249-250.

Imperialism in Asia

Although Asia had been open to Western influence since the
sixteenth century, not much of its immense territory had
fallen under direct European control. The Dutch were estab-
lished in the East Indies, the Spanish were in the Philippines,
and the French and Portuguese had trading posts on the In-
dian coast. China, Japan, Korea, and Southeast Asia had
largely managed to exclude Westerners. The British and the
Russians, however, had acquired the most Asian territory.

THE BRITISH IN ASIA It was not until the explorations
of Australia by Captain James Cook between 1768 and 1771
that Britain took an active interest in the East. The availability
of land for grazing sheep and the discovery of gold in
Australia led to an influx of settlers who slaughtered many of
the indigenous inhabitants. In 1850, the British government

granted the various Australian colonies virtually complete
self-government, and fifty years later, on January 1, 1901, all
the colonies were unified into the Commonwealth of Aus-
tralia. Nearby New Zealand, which the British had declared a
colony in 1840, was granted dominion status in 1907.

A private trading company known as the British East India
Company had been responsible for subjugating much of
India. In 1858, however, after a revolt of the sepoys, or Indian
troops of the East India Company’s army, had been crushed,
the British Parliament transferred the company’s powers
directly to the government in London. In 1876, the title Em-
press of India was bestowed on Queen Victoria; Indians were
now her colonial subjects.

THE RUSSIANS IN ASIA Russian expansion in Asia was a logi-
cal outgrowth of Russia’s traditional territorial aggrandize-
ment. Russian explorers had penetrated the wilderness of
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MAP 24.2 Asia in 1914. Asia became an important arena of international competition in the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Beset by economic stagnation and an inability to modermize,
a weak China was unable to withstand the demands of the United States, the European powers, and a
Westernizing Japan. Britain, France, Russia, Japan, and the United States had direct or indirect control
of nearly all of Asia by 1914.

E. é Why would both Russia and Japan covet Manchuria?

Siberia in the seventeenth century and reached the Pacific =~ berween 1800 and 1914, by which time 90 percent of the Sibe-
coast in 1637. In the eighteenth century, Russians established  rian population was Slavic, not Asiatic.

a claim on Alaska, which they sold to the United States in The Russians also moved south, attracted by warmer cli-
1867. Gradually, Russian settlers moved into cold and forbid-  mates and the crumbling Ottoman Empire (see Map 24.2). By
ding Siberia. Altogether, 7 million Russians settled in Siberia ~ 1830, the Russians had established control over the entire
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northern coast of the Black Sea and then pressed on into
Central Asia, securing the trans-Caspian area by 1881 and
Turkestan in 1885. These advances brought the Russians to
the borders of Persia and Afghanistan, where the British also
had interests because of their desire to protect their holdings
in India. In 1907, the Russians and British agreed to make
Afghanistan a buffer state between Russian Turkestan and
British India and to divide Persia into two spheres of influ-
ence. Halted by the British in their expansion to the south,
the Russians moved east in Asia. The Russian occupation of
Manchuria and an attempt to move into Korea brought war
with the new imperialist power, Japan. After losing the Russo-
Japanese War in 1905, the Russians agreed to a Japanese pro-
tectorate in Korea, and their Asian expansion was brought to
a temporary halt.

CHINA The thrust of imperialism after 1880 led Westerners
to move into new areas of Asia hitherto largely free of West-
ern influence. By the nineteenth century, the ruling Manchu
dynasty of the Chinese Empire was showing signs of decline,
In 1842, the British had obrained (through war) the island of
Hong Kong and trading rights in a number of Chinese cities.
Other Western nations soon rushed in to gain similar trading
privileges. Chinese attempts to resist this foreign encroach-
ment led to military defeats and new demands. Only rivalry
among the great powers themselves prevented the complete
dismemberment of the Chinese Empire. Instead, Britain,
France, Germany, Russia, the United States, and Japan estab-
lished spheres of influence and long-term leases of Chinese
territory. In 1899, urged along by the American secretary of
state, John Hay, they agreed to an “open door” policy in
which one country would not restrict the commerce of the
other countries in its sphere of influence.

JAPAN AND KOREA Japan avoided Western intrusion until
1853-1854, when American naval forces under Commodore
Matthew Perry forced the Japanese to grant the United States
trading and diplomatic privileges. Japan, however, managed
to avoid China’s fate. Korea had also largely excluded West-
erners. The fate of Korea was determined by the struggle first
between China and Japan in 1894-1895 and later berween
Japan and Russia in 1904-1905. Japan's victories gave it clear
superiority, and in 1910, Japan formally annexed Korea.

SOUTHEAST ASIA In Southeast Asia, Britain established con-
trol over Burma (modern Myanmar) and the Malay States,
and France played an active role in subjugating Indochina.
The city of Saigon (sy-GAHN) was occupied in 1858, and
four years later, Cochin China was taken. In the 1880s, the
French extended “protection” over Cambodia, Annam, Ton-
kin, and Laos and organized them into the Union of French
Indochina. Only Siam (Thailand) remained free as a buffer
state because of British-French rivalry.

AMERICAN IMPERIALISM The Pacific islands were also the
scene of great power competition and witnessed the entry of
the United States onto the imperialist stage. The Samoan
Islands became the first important American colony; the Ha-
watiian Islands were the next to fall. Soon after Americans had
made Pearl Harbor into a naval station in 1887, American set-
tlers gained control of the sugar industry on the islands.
When Hawaiian natives tried to reassert their authority, the
U.S. Marines were brought in to “protect” American lives.
Hawaii was annexed by the United States in 1898 during the
era of American nationalistic fervor generated by the Spanish-
American War. The American defeat of Spain encouraged
Americans to extend their empire by acquiring Puerto Rico,

@ Sean Sprague/The Image Works

The French in Southeast Asia. In Saigon, the French created a new city plan with wide streets and
constructed cultural and administrative buildings designed by Europeans, such as the Post Office pictured
here. Gustave Eiffel, the architect who built the Eiffel Tower in Paris, designed the Post Office. Buildings
such as the Post Office reflected France's increasing investment in its colonial holdings during the late

nineteenth century.

752 W CHAPTER 24 An Age of Modernity, Anxiety, and Imperialism, 1894-1914



1842

Chinese government
Australian colonies receive self-government 1850
Mission of Commadore Perry to Japan 1853-1854
Rebellion of sepoys in India 1857-1858
French occupy Saigon 1858
Overthrow of the shogun in Japan 1867
Emperor Mutsuhito and the Meiji Restoration 1867-1912
Queen Victoria is made Empress of India 1876
Russians in Central Asia (trans-Caspian area) 1881
Formation of Indian National Congress 1883
Japanese defeat of China 1894-1895
Spanish-American War; United States annexes 1898

Philippines
“Open door” policy in China 1899
Boxer Rebellion in China 1900-1901
Commonwealth of Australia 1901
Commonwealth of New Zealand 1907
Russian-British agreement over Afghanistan 1907

and Persia
Japan annexes Korea 1910
Overthrow of Manchu dynasty in China 1912

Guam, and the Philippine Islands. Although the Filipinos
hoped for independence, the Americans refused to grant it. As
President William McKinley said, the United States had the
duty “to educate the Filipinos and uplift and Christianize
them,” a remarkable statement in view of the fact that most
of them had been Roman Catholics for centuries. It took three
years and 60,000 troops to pacify the Philippines and establish
American control.

Responses to Imperialism

When Europeans imposed their culture on peoples they con-
sidered inferior, how did the conquered peoples respond? Ini-
tial attempts to expel the foreigners only led to devastating
defeats at the hands of Westerners, whose industrial technol-
ogy gave them modern weapons of war with which to crush
the indigenous peoples. Accustomed to rule by small elites,
most people simply accepted their new governors, making
Western rule relatively easy. The conquered peoples subse-
quently adjusted to foreign rule in different ways. Traditional-
ists sought to maintain their cultural traditions, but
modernizers believed that adoption of Western ways would
enable them to reform their societies and eventually challenge
Western rule. Most people probably stood somewhere
between these two extremes. Four examples illustrate differ-
ent approaches to the question of how indigenous peoples
responded to foreign rule.

AFRICA By the beginning of the twentieth century, a new
class of African leaders had emerged. Educated in colonial

schools and some even in the West, they were the first gener-
ation of Africans to know a great deal about the West and to
write in the language of their colonial masters. Although this
“new class” admired Western culture and even disliked the
ways of their own countries, many came to resent the foreign-
ers and their arrogant contempt for colonial peoples. West-
erners had exalted democracy, equality, and political freedom,
but these values were not applied in the colonies. There were
few democratic institutions, and colonial peoples could hold
only lowly jobs in the colonial bureaucracy. Equally impor-
tant, the economic prosperity of the West never extended
to the colonies. To many Africans, colonialism meant the
loss of their farmlands or terrible jobs on plantations or in
sweatshops and factories run by foreigners.

Although middle-class Africans did not suffer to the extent
that poor peasants or workers on plantations did, they too
had complaints. They usually qualified only for menial jobs in
the government or business. The purported superiority of the
Europeans over the natives was also expressed in a variety of
ways. Segregated clubs, schools, and churches were set up as
more European officials brought their wives and began to
raise families. Europeans also had a habit of addressing natives
by their first names or calling an adult male “boy."”

Such conditions led many of the new urban educated
class to have very complicated feelings about their colonial
masters and the civilization they represented. Though will-
ing to admit the superiority of many aspects of Western cul-
ture, these new intellectuals fiercely hated colonial rule and
were determined to assert their own nationality and cultural
destiny. Out of this mixture of hopes and resentments
emerged the first stirrings of modern nationalism in Africa.
During the first quarter of the twentieth century, in colonial
societies across Africa, educated native peoples began to
organize political parties and movements seeking the end of
foreign rule.

CHINA The humiliation of China by the Western powers led
to much antiforeign violence, but the Westerners used this
lawlessness as an excuse to extort further concessions from
the Chinese. A major outburst of violence against foreigners
occurred in the Boxer Rebellion in 1900-1901. “Boxers” was
the popular name given to Chinese who belonged to a secret
organization called the Society of Harmonious Fists, whose
aim was to push the foreigners out of China. The Boxers mur-
dered foreign missionaries, Chinese who had converted to
Christianity, railroad workers, foreign businessmen, and even
the German envoy to Beijing. Response to the killings was
immediate and overwhelming. An allied army consisting of
British, French, German, Russian, American, and Japanese
troops attacked Beijing, restored order, and demanded more
concessions from the Chinese government. The imperial gov-
ernment was so weakened that the forces of the revolutionary
leader Sun Yat-sen (SOON yaht-SEN) (1866-1925), who
adopted a program of “nationalism, democracy, and social-
ism,” overthrew the Manchu dynasty in 1912. The new
Republic of China remained weak and ineffective, and China’s
travails were far from over.
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The West and Japan. In their attempt to modernize, the Japanese
absorbed and adopted Western methods. They were also influenced

by Western culture as Western fashions became the rage in elite circles.
Baseball was even imported from the United States, This painting

shows Western-style stone houses in Tokyo and streets filled with people
dressed in a variety of styles.

JAPAN In the late 1850s and early 1860s, it

Government). The new leaders who controlled the emperor
now inaugurated a remarkable transformation of Japan that
has since been known as the Meiji Restoration.

Recognizing the obvious military and industrial superior-
ity of the West, the new leaders decided to modernize Japan
by absorbing and adopting Western methods. Thousands of
young Japanese were sent abroad to receive Western educa-
tions, especially in the social and natural sciences. A Ger-
man-style army and a British-style navy were established.
The Japanese copied the industrial and financial methods of
the United States and developed a modern commercial and
industrial system. A highly centralized administrative system
copied from the French replaced the old system. Initially,
the Japanese adopted the French principles of social and
legal equality, but by 1890, they had created a political
system that was democratic in form but authoritarian in
practice.

In imitating the West, Japan also developed a powerful
military state. Universal military conscription was intro-
duced in 1872, and a modern peacetime army of 240,000
was eventually established. The Japanese avidly pursued the
Western imperialistic model. They defeated China in 1894—
1895, annexed some Chinese territory, and established their
own sphere of influence in China. After they had defeated
the Russians in 1905, the Japanese made Korea a colony
under harsh rule. The Japanese had proved that an Asian
power could play the “white man’s” imperialistic game and
provided a potent example to peoples in other regions of
Asia and Africa.

INDIA The British government had been in control of India
since the mid-nineteenth century. After crushing a major
revolt in 1858, the British ruled India directly. Under Parlia-
ment’s supervision, a small group of British civil servants
directed the affairs of India’s almost 300 million people.

The British brought order to a society that had been
divided by civil wars for some time and created a relatively
honest and efficient government. They also brought Wes-

tern technology—railroads, banks,

looked as if Japan would follow China's fate : w iRy

and be carved up into spheres of influence
by aggressive Western powers. A remark-
ably rapid transformation, however, pro-
duced a very different result. Before 1868,
the shogun (SHOH-gun), a powerful he-
reditary military governor assisted by a war-
rior nobility known as the samurai (SAM-
uh-ry), exercised real power in Japan. The
emperor’s functions had become primarily
religious. After the shogun’s concessions to
the Western nations, antiforeign sentiment
led to a samurai revolt in 1867 and the res-
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| i) mines, industry, medical knowl-
edge, and hospitals. The British
introduced Western-style second-
LN ary schools and colleges where
the Indian upper and middle
classes and professional classes
were educated so that they could
serve as trained subordinates in
the government and army.

British legislation also affected
the legal status of Indian women,
In 1829, the British banned the
practice of sati (suh-TEE), which
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however, and suggest that the
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abolition of sati became central to Britain’s image of itself as
culturally superior. Female infanticide was also discouraged.
Although women’s position in Indian society was not signifi-
cantly altered, the recognition of women by the law did afford
some protection against these practices.

The Indian people paid a high price for the peace and
stability brought by British rule. Due to population growth
in the nineteenth century, extreme poverty was a way of
life for most Indians; almost two-thirds of the population
was malnourished in 1901. British industrialization brought
little improvement for the masses. British manufactured
goods destroyed local industries, and Indian wealth was
used to pay British officials and a large army. The system of
education served only the elite, upper-class Indians, and it
was conducted only in the rulers’ English language while 90
percent of the population remained illiterate. Even for the
Indians who benefited the most from their Western educa-
tions, British rule was degrading. The best jobs and the best
housing were reserved for Britons. Even well-educated Indi-
ans were never considered the equals of the British. As Lord
Kitchener, one of Britain’s foremost military commanders in
India, said, "It is this consciousness of the inherent superior-
ity of the European which has won for us India. However
well educated and clever a native may be, and however
brave he may prove himself, I believe that no rank we can
bestow on him would cause him to be considered an equal
of the British officer.”** Such smug racial attitudes made it
difficult for British rule, no matter how beneficent, ever to
be ultimately accepted and led to the rise of an Indian na-
tionalist movement. By 1883, when the Indian National
Congress was formed, moderate, educated Indians were be-
ginning to seek self-government. By 1919, in response to
British violence and British insensitivity, Indians were
demanding complete independence.

Results of the New Imperialism

By 1900, almost all the societies of Africa and Asia were ei-
ther under full colonial rule or, as in the case of China and
the Ottoman Empire, at a point of virtual collapse. Only a
handful of states, such as Japan in East Asia, Thailand in
Southeast Asia, Afghanistan and Persia in the Middle East,
and mountainous Ethiopia in East Africa, managed to
escape internal disintegration or subjection to colonial rule.
For the most part, the exceptions were the result of good
fortune rather than design. Thailand escaped subjugation
primarily because officials in Britain and France found it
more convenient to transform the country into a buffer
state than to fight over it. Ethiopia and Afghanistan survived
due to their remote location and mountainous terrain. Only
Japan managed to avoid the common fate through a con-
certed strategy of political and economic reform. With the
coming of imperialism, a global economy was finally estab-
lished, and the domination of Western civilization over
those of Africa and Asia appeared to be complete. At the
same time, the competition for lands abroad also heightened
the existing rivalries among European states.

International Rivalry and the
Coming of War

FOCUS QUESTIONS: What was the Bismarckian

. system of alliances, and how successful was it at keeping
the peace? What issues lay behind the international
crises that Europe faced in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries?

Before 1914, Europeans had experienced almost fifty years of
peace. There had been wars (including wars of conquest in
the non-Western world), but none had involved the great
powers. A series of crises had occurred that might easily have
led to general war. One reason they did not is that until 1890,
Bismarck of Germany exercised a restraining influence on the
Europeans.

The Bismarckian System

Bismarck knew that the emergence of a unified Germany in
1871 had upset the balance of power established at Vienna in
1815, Fearing the French desire for revenge over their loss of
Alsace-Lorraine in the Franco-Prussian War, Bismarck made
an alliance first in 1873 and again in 1881 with the tradition-
ally conservative powers Austria-Hungary and Russia. But the
Three Emperors’ League, as it was called, failed to work very
well, primarily because of Russian-Austrian rivalry in the
Balkans.

THE BALKANS: DECLINE OF OTTOMAN POWER The prob-
lem in the Balkans was a by-product of the disintegration of
the Ottoman Empire. As subject peoples in the Balkans
clamored for independence, corruption and inefficiency
weakened the Ottoman government. Only the interference
of the great European powers, who were fearful of each
other’s designs on its territories, kept the Ottoman Empire
alive. Complicating the situation was the rivalry between
Russia and Austria, which both had designs on the Balkans.
For Russia, the Balkans provided the shortest overland route
to Constantinople and the Mediterranean. Austria viewed
the Balkans as fertile ground for Austrian expansion.
Although Germany had no real interests in the Balkans, Bis-
marck was fearful of the consequences of a war between
Russia and Austria over the region and served as a restrain-
ing influence on both powers. Events in the Balkans, how-
ever, precipitated a new crisis.

In 1876, the Balkan states of Serbia and Montenegro
(mahn-tuh-NEE-groh) declared war on the Ottoman
Empire. Both were defeated, but Russia, with Austrian ap-
proval, attacked and defeated the Ottomans. By the Treaty
of San Stefano in 1878, a large Bulgarian state, extending
from the Danube in the north to the Aegean Sea in the
south, was created. As Bulgaria was viewed as a Russian sat-
ellite, this Russian success caused the other great powers to
call for a congress of European powers to discuss a revision
of the treaty.
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The Congress of Berlin, which met in the summer of 1878,
was dominated by Bismarck. The congress effectively demol-
ished the Treaty of San Stefano, much to Russia’s humiliation.
The new Bulgarian state was considerably reduced, and the rest
of the territory was returned to Ottoman control. The three
Balkan states of Serbia, Montenegro, and Romania, until then
nominally under Ottoman control, were recognized as inde-
pendent. The other Balkan territories of Bosnia and Herzego-
vina (HAYRT-suh-guh-VEE-nuh) were placed under Austrian
protection; Austria could occupy but not annex them.

NEW ALLIANCES After the Congress of Berlin, the European
powers sought new alliances to safeguard their security.
Angered by the Germans' actions at the congress, the Rus-
sians terminated the Three Emperors’ League in 1879. Bis-
marck then made an alliance with Austria in 1879 that was
joined by Italy in 1882. The Triple Alliance of 1882 committed
Germany, Austria, and Italy to support the existing political
order while providing a defensive alliance against France or
“two or more great powers not members of the alliance.” At
the same time, Bismarck sought to remain on friendly terms
with the Russians and signed the Reinsurance Treaty with
Russia in 1887, hoping to prevent a French-Russian alliance
that would threaten Germany with the possibility of a two-
front war. The Bismarckian system of alliances, geared to pre-
serving peace and the status quo, had worked, bur in 1890,
Emperor William II dismissed Bismarck and began to chart a
new direction for Germany’s foreign policy.

New Directions and New Crises

Emperor William I embarked on an activist foreign policy
dedicated to enhancing German power by finding, as he put it,
Germany'’s rightful “place in the sun.” One of his changes in
Bismarck’s foreign policy was to drop the Reinsurance Treaty
with Russia, which he viewed as being at odds with Germany's
alliance with Austria. The ending of the alliance achieved what
Bismarck had feared: it brought France and Russia together.
Long isolated by Bismarck’s policies, republican France leaped
at the chance to draw closer to tsarist Russia, and in 1894, the
two powers concluded a military alliance.

During the next ten years, German policies abroad caused
the British to draw closer to France. By 1907, a loose confed-
eration of Great Britain, France, and Russia—known as the
Triple Entente (ahn-TAHNT)—stood opposed to the Triple
Alliance of Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Italy. Europe was
divided into two opposing camps that became more and
more inflexible and unwilling to compromise. When the
members of the two alliances became involved in a new se-
ries of crises between 1908 and 1913 over control of the rem-
nants of the Ottoman Empire in the Balkans, the stage was
set for World War L.

CRISES IN THE BALKANS, 1908-1913 The Bosnian Crisis of
1908-1909 initiated a chain of events that eventually spun out
of control. Since 1878, Bosnia and Herzegovina had been
under the protection of Austria, but in 1908, Austria took the
drastic step of annexing these two Slavic-speaking territories.
Serbia became outraged at this action because it dashed the
Serbs’ hopes of creating a large Serbian kingdom that would
include most of the southern Slavs. But this was why the Aus-
trians had annexed Bosnia and Herzegovina. To the Austrians,
a large Serbia would be a threat to the unity of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire, with its large Slavic population. The Rus-
sians, as protectors of their fellow Slavs and desiring to
increase their own authority in the Balkans, supported the
Serbs and opposed the Austrian action. Backed by the Rus-
sians, the Serbs prepared for war against Austria. At this point,
William II intervened and demanded that the Russians accept
Austria’s annexation of Bosnia and Herzegovina or face war
with Germany. Weakened from their defeat in the Russo-
Japanese War in 1904-1905, the Russians backed down.
Humiliated, they vowed revenge.

European attention returned to the Balkans in 1912 when
Serbia, Bulgaria, Montenegro, and Greece organized the Balkan
League and defeated the Ottomans in the First Balkan War,
When the victorious allies were unable to agree on how to
divide the conquered Ottoman provinces of Macedonia and
Albania, the Second Balkan War erupted in 1913, Greece, Ser-
bia, Romania, and the Ottoman Empire attacked and defeated
Bulgaria. As a result, Bulgaria obtained only a small part of
Macedonia, and most of the rest was divided between Serbia
and Greece (see Map 24.3). Yet Serbia’s aspirations remained
unfulfilled. The two Balkan wars left the inhabitants embittered
and created more tensions among the great powers.

One of Serbia’s major ambitions had been to acquire Alba-
nian territory that would give it a port on the Adriatic. At the
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London Conference, arranged by Austria at the end of the
two Balkan wars, the Austrians had blocked Serbia’s wishes
by creating an independent Albania. The Germans, as Aus-
trian allies, had supported this move. In their frustration, Ser-
bian nationalists increasingly portrayed the Austrians as
monsters who were keeping the Serbs from becoming a great
nation. As Serbia’s chief supporters, the Russians were also
upset by the turn of events in the region. A feeling had grown
among Russian leaders that they could not back down again
in the event of a confrontation with Austria or Germany in
the Balkans. One Russian military journal even stated early in
1914, “We are preparing for a war in the west. The whole
nation must accustom itself to the idea that we arm ourselves
for a war of annihilation against the Germans.”
Austria-Hungary had achieved another of its aims, bur it
was still convinced that Serbia was a mortal threat to its
empire and must at some point be crushed. Meanwhile, the
French and Russian governments renewed their alliance and
promised each other that they would not back down at the
next crisis. Britain drew closer to France. By the beginning of
1914, the two armed camps viewed each other with suspicion.
An American in Europe observed, “The whole of Germany is
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charged with electricity. Everybody's nerves are tense. It only
needs a spark to set the whole thing off.” The German ambas-
sador to France noted at the same time that “peace remains
at the mercy of an accident.” The European “age of progress”
was about to come to an inglorious and bloody end.
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

What many Europeans liked to call their “age of progress”
in the decades before 1914 was also an era of anxiety. Driven
by national rivalry, social Darwinism, religious and humani-
tarian concerns, and economic demands for raw materials
and overseas investment, at the end of the nineteenth cen-
tury Western nations began a renewed frenzy of imperialist
expansion around the world. By 1914, European nations had
carved up most of Africa into colonies and created spheres of
influence in Asia. Both China and Japan were also affected
by Western imperialism. The opening of China to Western
trade concessions ultimately led to a revolution and the
overthrow of the Manchu dynasty. Japan adopted Western
o military, educational, and governmen-
tal ways, even becoming an imperialist
power in its own right. At the same
time, Western treatment of non-West-
ern peoples as racial inferiors caused
educated, non-Western elites in the col-
onies to initiate movements for
national independence, Before these
movements could be successful, how-
ever, the power that Europeans had
achieved through their mass armies and technological superi-
ority had to be weakened. The Europeans soon inadver-
tently accomplished this task by demolishing their
own civilization on the battlegrounds of Europe in World
War 1.
This war was a result of the growing tensions that arose as
a result of national rivalry. In competing with and fearing
each other, the Buropean nations formed defensive alliances
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that helped maintain a balance of
power but also led to the creation of
large armies, enormous military estab-
lishments, and immense arsenals. The
alliances also generated tensions that
were unleashed when Europeans
were unable to resolve a series of cri-
ses, especially in the Balkans, and
rushed into the catastrophic carnage
of World War .

The cultural revolutions before 1914 had also produced
anxiety and a crisis of confidence in Buropean civilization.
Albert Einstein showed that time and space were relative to
the observer, that matter was simply another form of energy,
and that the old Newtonian view of the universe was no lon-
ger valid. Sigmund Freud argued that
human behavior was governed not
by reason but by the unconscious,
adding to the uncertainties of the
age. Some intellectuals used the ideas
of Charles Darwin to argue that in
the struggle of races and nations the
fittest survive. Collectively, these
new ideas helped create a modern
consciousness that questioned most
Buropeans’ optimistic faith in reason, the rational structure of
nature, and the certainty of progress. As we shall see in the
next two chapters, the devastating experiences of World War
I would turn this culture of uncertainty into a way of life after
1918.
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CHAPTER REVIEW
Upon Reflection

Q How is Modernism evident in literature and the arts
between 1894 and 19147 How do these literary and artistic
products reflect the political and social developments of the
age?

Q One historian has written that the history of colonial
expansion was “‘one of long-range schemes that appear almost
accidental when viewed singly.” Does the practice of
imperialism in Africa and Asia substantiate this statement?
Why or why not?

Q What might European diplomats have done between
1894 and 1914 to avoid war?
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AP® REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR CHAPTER 24

1. Sigmund Freud's work led him to propose that 5. The Bismarckian system impacted Europe in that

(A) individuals are helpless without guidance from a
higher power.

(B) individuals were made to be controlled by the
rational thoughts in their minds.

(C) human beings no longer need God’s guidance and
can find answers to life’s questions within themselves.

(D) sexual roles in society have little effect on humans'
intentions.

(E) medical intervention is necessary for mental health.

. The suffragist movement

(A) was aunified women’s movement to win the right
to vote in Great Britain.

(B) limited its tactics to lobbying Parliament and
holding peaceful rallies to bring attention to the
plight of women.

(C) was often feared by men, who thought the women's
vote would lead Britain into political uncertainty.

(D) was openly accepted by all women and received
popular support from men as well.

(E) was largely limited to Britain, as women on the
Continent were not interested in extending
the franchise.

. Which of the following best describes the scientific
achievements of Marie Curie, Max Planck, and Albert
Einstein?

(A) They successfully combined science and religion in
their work.

(B) Their theories, supported by Darwin, suggested the
importance of limiting scientific practice to men.

(C) Their theories fueled the concept that life was
pointless and random.

(D) They changed scientific thought about atoms and
introduced the theory of relativity.

(E) Theywon equal standing for women and their
contributions to the field of science.

. Some European Jews gained political freedoms by the
end of the nineteenth century; at the same time,

(A) their right to vote was won by the religious activist
Theodore Herzl.

(B) they found comfort living within Europe and
outwardly refused the land given by the Balfour
Declaration.

(C) their political and social activism won additional
freedoms by the beginning of the twentieth century.

(D) many Jews in western Europe secured complete
religious and political freedom.

(E) their fellow Europeans remained generally anti-
Semitic and sought a homeland for the Jews outside
Europe.
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(A) thealliances that were made aligned Germany with
the ever-volatile France.

(B) Germany actively sought to obtain new colonies
within Africa to bolster its land holdings.

(C) the concept of European balance of power had
been significantly impacted by a strong, unified
Germany.

(D) ithelped maintain peace within the Balkan area
with Germany directly aligned with the Balkan
countries.

(E) thelegacy of Bismarck's alliances continued to hold
true even after his departure.

. The scramble for Africa resulted in

(A) Great Britain claiming East and South Africa,
France controlling western Africa, and other
European states taking control of Central Africa.

(B) America seeking new colonial holdings in the
Middle East.

(C) renewed attempts by European states to
re-colonize South America.

(D) thesub-Saharan African nations uniting against
the imperialists.

(E) adecrease inracism across the African continent.

. Under David Lloyd George's leadership, Great Britain

achieved all of the following EXCEPT

(A) passage of the National Insurance Act of 1911,
(B) adecrease in the tax burden on the wealthy.
(C) passage of a grant of home rule to Ireland.
(D) abandonment of the principle of laissez-faire.
(E) rejection of Fabian socialism and Marxism.

. Herbert Spencer’s application of social Darwinism

(A) helped many others accept the new theory of
evolution.

(B) was embraced by many in the countries colonized
by Europe.

(C) contributed to racist attitudes against non-
Europeans.

(D) was useful to those who instituted socialist
governments,

(E) was based on the concept of class struggle and the
desire of the lower classes to rise up against their
OpPpressors.



9.

10.

All of the following were true of Germany in 1914
EXCEPT

(A) aPan-German League had emerged within the
state and had declared its anti-Semitism.

(B) William IT and Bismarck worked closely together as
emperor and chancellor.

(C) the Social Democratic Party was the largest
political party in the Reichstag.

(D) Germany led Europe in industrial output.

(E) Germany had the strongest military on the
Continent.

“I teach you the Superman. Man is something that is
to be surpassed.” This statement by Nietzsche is best
characterized by the concept of

(A) atheism.

(B) rationalism.
(C) progressivism.
(D) existentialism.
(E) voidism.

11, Which of the following best explains the emergence of

12.

the new imperialism?

(A) European nations had a great need to extract
raw resources from colonies in order to expand
industrial production.

(B) European nations had a burning desire to showcase
their theater to the world and to secure their
reputation as centers of high culture.

(C) Europeans were largely racist and wanted to
conquer all of the inferior races of the non-
European world.

(D) European nations wished to map the vast parts of
the world that remained unexplored.

(E) Industrialized nations needed new lands to
produce weapons for a global war effort.

Each of the following contributed to the issuing of the
October Manifesto EXCEPT

(A) Russian failure in the Russo-Japanese War.

(B) lack of political representation for the middle class.

(C) the march on the Winter Palace on “Bloody
Sunday.”

(D) anincrease in wages for the middle class that
angered the aristocrats.

(E) oppressive working conditions in urban areas.

13. “Horror crept into my heart. The thought flashed

through my mind, ‘And this is the work of our Little
Father, the Tsar." Perhaps this anger saved me, for now
I'knew in very truth that a new chapter was opened
in the book of the history of our people. I stood up,
and a little group of workmen gathered round me
again. Looking backward, I saw that our line, though
still stretching away into the distance, was broken
and that many of the people were fleeing. It was in
vain that I called to them, and in a moment I stood
there, the center of a few scores of men, trembling
with indignation amid the broken ruins of our
movement.” - Father Gapon

Father Gapon's description of Bloody Sunday suggests
that

(A) thisliberalist movement was utterly defeated and
would not ever be successful within Russia.

(B) the attack on the protesters resulted from a direct
order from Nicholas II.

(C) inthe midst of the attack, Gapon's followers refused
to retreat.

(D) his sadness was overwhelming, rendering him
virtually immobile during the attack.

(E) Gapon was unsure who ordered the attack, and was
blindsided by the response against him and his
followers.

14. The Impressionists and Post-Impressionists

(A) both aimed to portray emotional experiences and
have the viewer personally connect with their
paintings.

(B) both desired to give a realistic depiction of nature
and the human form.

(C) both began in France; however, the Post-
Impressionists split from their predecessors in
their desire to portray emotion more than reality.

(D) opened the door for those not classically trained in
art to excel in the field.

(E) worked in reaction to what they saw as the ugliness
of the industrial cities and the brutishness of
human beings.
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The Beginning of the
Twentieth-Century
Crisis: War and
Revolution

CHAPTER OUTLINE
AND FOCUS QUESTIONS

The Road to World War I

‘What were the long-range and immediate causes of
World War I?

The War
What did the belligerents expect at the beginning of
World War I, and why did the course of the war turn
out to be so different from their expectations? How did
World War [ affect the belligerents” governmental and
political institutions, economic affairs, and social life?
War and Revolution
What were the causes of the Russian Revolution of
1917, and why did the Bolsheviks prevail in the civil
war and gain control of Russia?

The Peace Settlement

What were the objectives of the chief participants at the
Paris Peace Conference of 1919, and how closely did
the final settlement reflect these objectives?
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T " gy
British infantrymen prepare to advance during the Battle of the Somme.

CRITICAL THINKING

What was the relationship between World War I
and the Russian Revolution?

S
CONNECTIONS TO TODAY

What lessons from the outbreak of World War 1
are of value in considering international relations
today?

ON JULY 1, 1916, British and French infantry forces
attacked German defensive lines along a 25-mile front
near the Somme River in France. Each soldier carried
almost 70 pounds of equipment, making it “impossible
to move much quicker than a slow walk.” German
machine guns soon opened fire: “We were able to see
our comrades move forward in an attempt to cross No-
Man’s Land, only to be mown down like meadow grass,”
recalled one British soldier. “I felt sick at the sight of this
carnage and remember weeping.”' In one day, more
than 21,000 British soldiers died. After six months of
fighting, the British had advanced 5 miles; one million
British, French, and German soldiers had been killed or
wounded.

Philip Gibbs, an English war correspondent, described
what he saw in the German trenches that the British
forces overran: “Victory! ... Some of the German dead




