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<" This engraving was based
on a portrait of Newton
by Sir Godfrey Kneller.
The poet Alexander Pope
summed up Newton’s
contribution to human
understanding: “Nature
and Nature’s laws lay hid
in night: / God said, Let
Newton be! and all was
light.”
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THE STORY MATTERS s e !'I:Ezségi:;tific Revolution

The Scientific Revolution led to the Enlightenment, a major European LESSON 2
intellectual movement that applied reason to all human experience. THa [dass ST RE
The English mathematician Sir Isaac Newton was a key figure in the Enlightenment
Scientific Revolution. His fundamental scientific insight, that the physical

world operated according to natural laws discovered through scientific LESSON 3

investigation, influenced every area of Enlightenment thought. Enlightened Absolutism and
the Balance of Power
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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
LESSON 4

» Why do new ideas often spark change? The American Revolution
« How do new ways of thinking affect the way people respond to their
surroundings?
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.P-;Ial-'(':e& Time: Europe and the World 1550-1800

The seventeenth and eighteenth centuries
witnessed the Scientific Revolution and the
Enlightenment. Philosophers and scientists
produced new theories about the structure of the
universe and humankind’s relationship to it. As
European powers explored the world and
expanded their colonial empires, conflicts
erupted. This first age of global warfare
culminated in the Seven Years’ War, fought

in Europe, North America, and India.
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would you generalize the attitude of the ] THIRTECEER

Enlightenment toward a conflict between
colonial empires, such as the Seven Years’

War? Reference specific primary sources in

your answer. e

PRIMARY SOURCE

#Though . . . politics [cannot] be founded on any .L?;ﬂ;]et;;rlﬁflmlﬁfilzilﬂgagd fme Pty S
thing but the consent of the people . . . in the noise I jetman, robisngoieton

of war, which makes so great a part of the history of

mankind, this consent is little taken notice of: and

therefore many have mistaken the force of arms for .

the consent of the people, and reckon conquest as

one of the originals of government. But conquest

is as far from setting up any government, as
demolishing an [sic] house is from building a new

one in the place.... Without the consent of the

people, [one] can never erect a new one.””

—John Locke, from Two Treatises of Government, 1690 1w

1637 Reneé Descartes publishes

Step Into the Tlme 1610 Galileo Galilei publishes Discourse on Method
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“A sovereign, far from being the
absolute master of the people, should
only be the highest official. * |
—Frederick 11 of Prussia (1740)

“Tt is forbidden to kill; therefore all
murders are punished unless they
kill in large numbers and to the

sound of trumpets.” }
—Voltaire, French philosopher (1764) : RUSSIA ?r_
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“The people are extremely well
qualified for choosing those whom
they are to entrust with part of their
authority.”

—Montesquieu, French
statesman (1750)

[ ] seven Years' War
] American Revolution
—— 1783 borders

British victory
French victory
Austrian victory
Prussian victory
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1763 Warin Europe 1786 Reign of Frederick
and War in India ends  the Great of Prussia ends
1751 Denis Diderot begins
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1762 Jean-Jacques Rousseau publishes The Social Conlract

1661 Kangxi, the greatest Qing 1691 Sor Juana Inés de la 1728 Vitus Bering explores sea c. 1787 Zulu ruler 1788 U.S. Constitution is ratified
emperor, comes to the throne Cruz writes her self-defense between Siberia and North America Shaka'is born
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