
THE STORY MATTERS ... 
In seventeenth-century Europe, absolutism was a reaction to instability. 
In England, the desire of King James II to practice his Catholic faith openly 
was opposed by Parliament, ending in the creation of a constitutional 
monarchy under the jOint rule of William III and Mary II. Mary's life mirrors 
the conflicts of her time. Raised as a Protestant, she reluctantly overthrew 
her own Catholic father, James II. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

• What effect might socia l, economic, and religious conflicts have 
on a country? 

• How would the exercise of absolute power affect a country? 
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During the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, Europe was the scene of conflicts fueled by religious 
differences, along with political and economic rivalries. In some European nations, these conflicts led 
to the absolute power of a single ruler; in others, a constitutional monarchy developed. The cultural 
response by writers and artists of this period often reflected a spiritual search and an examination of 
the human condition. 

--------------------

Step Into the Place 
Read the quotations and look at the information presented on the map. 

~ Analyzing Historical Documents Explain why Parliament would be threatened if the king in 
~ England took actions like those attributed to Louis XlV. 

PRIMARY SOURCE 

JJ Whereas the late King James the Second [right image], by the assistance of diverse 
evil counselors, judges and ministers employed by him, did endeavor to subvert and 
extirpate the Protestant religion and the laws and liberties of this kingdom; ... 

That the freedom of speech and debates or proceedings in Parliament ought not to 
be impeached or questioned in any court or place out of Parliament; .. ." 

-from the English Bill of Rights, 1689 

PRIMARY SOURCE 

JJ Louis XIV [left image] took great pains to be well informed of 
all that passed everywhere; in the public places, in the private houses, in 
society and famil iar intercourse. His spies and tell-tales were infinite. He had 
them of all species; many who were ignorant that their information reached 
him; others who knew it; others who wrote to him direct, sending their 
letters through channels he indicated; and all these letters were seen by him 
alone, and always before everything else; others who sometimes spoke to 
him secretly in his cabinet, entering by the back stairs." 

- Due de Saint-Simon, from Memoirs, 1694-1723 
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